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Dear Gospel
Partners,

| hope you are enjoying the summer!

Many ask me whether | enjoy living in the
North West. | always say “I love it here
except for the rain!” But in the Bible the
rain brings refreshment and new life by the
Holy Spirit so we pray the Spirit will bring
refreshment. As we enjoy the summer,
please pray for the Ministry Training
Course students as they finish the course
and for all on camps in the summer, that
the Gospel is preached and many come to

faith. We need able and reliable teachers
of God's Word: if you are a Bible teacher,
please do sign up for the “Teaching

1 Corinthians” course which is aimed

at training and equipping us to teach
Scripture clearly and faithfully.

Have a blessed Summer,

In Christ,

Ro Mody

Director

Partnering churches, nurturing growth
The North West Gospel Partnership is a registered charity no. 1190430.

Trustees: Sarah Bradley, Eddie Bridle, Hannah Fox, Andrew Raynes,
Shalom Srirangam, Phil Wells, David Whitehouse, Rosie Lyus
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A New Vision

for our Partnership

‘Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field'. Matthew 9:38

The NWGP has always placed high value
on training gospel workers. Since the
ministry training course began over 20
years ago, we have seen many men and
women equipped for word ministry. It's
a joy to meet people from all over the
region and beyond who have been
students on the course and who are now
serving in local churches both in full-time
and part-time roles.

As trustees we have been reflecting on
how the NWGP can more effectively serve
partner churches as we pray for the Lord
of the harvest to be raising up a new
generation of gospel workers.

We believe that the Lord is calling us

to a renewed focus on training new
gospel workers and on sustaining new
and existing workers for the long haul of
ministry.

Our vision, which was launched at the
annual conference back in January,
expresses it this way:

‘Local churches partnering together to
train and sustain workers for the gospel
in the North West'.

The emphasis on local churches

and partnership is important. The
responsibility for identifying and recruiting
potential workers lies with the leadership
of our individual churches. But we also
recognise that we need to pool resources
to be able to offer the kind of training

that is needed to see people equipped
for ministry. We believe that the ministry
training course continues to offer a really
important complement to the training that
happens locally.

It's true that there are more training
providers and more routes into ministry
than were available even a decade ago.
We are certainly not ‘the only show in
town’ and for that, we rejoice. If we're

to see even a fraction of the number

of workers we need to see the gospel
growing and bearing fruit in our region, we
need to continue to develop partnerships
with other providers.

As well as focusing on training a new
generation of workers, we also want to
underline the importance of the ‘sustain’
part of the vision. Gospel ministry is

a great privilege, but it also involves
enduring hardship, as Paul reminded
young Timothy (2 Tim 4:5). As a
Partnership we want to continue to be

a place where we can offer and receive
encouragement: to be hearing God's word
together and to be praying with and for
one another.

Please do be praying to the Lord of the
harvest to be at work across our region.
And do get in touch with Ro, our training
director, if you would like more details
of how you and your church might be
involved.

Andrew Raynes
Acting Chair of NWGP



Training has always been at the heart
of what we do as a partnership.

By pooling financial resources that allow us
to run the Ministry Training Course (MTC)
and other events, all partner churches are
contributing to the raising up of future
workers for the harvest field, a need that we
feel ever more acutely as a region.

Training Opportunities

The Ministry Training Course is still going
strong with over 40 on the course this year.
Focusing on Bible handling & the Bible
overview in the first year, it lays a great
foundation for all workers for the gospel in
the North West, no matter what their roles in
the local church, be they voluntary or paid,
teaching a Sunday School class or preaching
to a whole congregation. In addition to the
MTC, we also have one off courses such as
the recent ‘Heroes of the Faith’ course on
Church History. Churches can host training
events at a local level, such as the 8-week
Bible Handling Skills course recently held
in Blackburn. There are options for one-off
Saturday training sessions: get in touch if you
would like to discuss training to suit your local
context. The Children and Youth Leaders
Annual Conference is now well established
as a great day to bring your whole team of
leaders to: themed around a particular issue,
the day always provides valuable training
through stimulating talks and practical
seminars. Sound Holidays also provide an
excellent opportunity for raising up the next
generation of leaders as we train new leaders
and serve alongside each other for a week.

Rosie Lyus
NWGP Trustee
To find out about hosting bespoke training,

please visit: https://www.northwestgospel
partnership.com/training/bespoke-training

One of our aims in the Partnership is to
encourage and facilitate the sustaining
of gospel workers across our region.

The spiritual battle is real and relentless in
gospel ministry and one of the Lord’s many
gifts to us is one another. Gospel ministry
is a partnership effort in every sense and
so support and encouragement from other
believers is vital. As a Partnership, we are
committed to this sustaining ministry, with
brothers and sisters across our region.

"Sustaining” Opportunities!

Every couple of months we meet on

Zoom to pray together for Partnership
churches in regions of the North West. It's
encouraging to receive news from local
churches and then to pray together. Each
term we have the opportunity to meet at
our church leaders’ meeting, for both paid
and voluntary church leaders, to hear God's
word taught, to encourage one another

and to pray together. Our SOUND Lunches
give opportunity for anyone involved in
youth & children’s ministry to be fed and
encouraged as they meet to learn, share
and pray together each term. Finally, our
Annual Conference is an opportunity for
every member of our local churches to come
together for fellowship, teaching from God's
word and the opportunity to hear from, and
pray for, churches across our region. The
Conference is a particular highlight for many,
and we encourage you to put next year's
Annual Conference date in your diary now —
Saturday 30th January 2027. Praise God for
our gospel partnership!

Hannah Fox
NWGP Trustee
For details of all upcoming events,

please visit: https://www.northwestgospel
partnership.com/events/



BIBLE HANDLING COURSE, BLACKBURN

Hosting as a
group of churches

A key challenge facing all churches
it seems at this time is the raising of
more leaders.

We are certainly feeling that here in
Blackburn. It has been an absolute
privilege to see people come to faith and
churches revitalised. But how do we grow
and nurture more local leaders within our
churches to join the task of maturing those
new disciples and reaching out to the
remaining thousands of lost sheep in our
town and beyond?

With that aim in mind and with a view to
generally better equipping our church
family members, four churches in south
Blackburn came together to host the
NWGP Bible handling course at the
beginning of 2026. Over eight evening
sessions, Ro led us through the different
genres we encounter in the Bible. From
narrative to law to prophecy to poetry to
gospels to letters to apocalyptic literature,
we were equipped to read these genres
for ourselves. Ro helped us to see why
these genres are written as they are and
how God uses them to speak his truth to
us. This allowed those attending to avoid
the common pitfalls of misunderstanding
and begin to read the bible for all its worth
in full technicolour!

Hosting the course in partnership between
our four churches made it much easier to
undertake. We found it simplest to gather
at one church for all of the sessions but

then took it in turns between church leaders
to 'MC' each week. One of the churches
also helped organise a bookstall through
10ofthose. Church members really got
onboard and came along in good numbers
including a number from beyond Blackburn
as well. It was a delight to see people’s eyes
light up as they suddenly grasped how to
read a particular genre and even a sense

of relief as they felt the joy of areas the
Bible being unlocked before them. We are
definitely seeing the fruit of people feeling
the confidence to read all of the bible for
themselves. We are praying now for the
fruit of local leaders to emerge to serve
within our churches. We are also praying
that some attending will also decide to join
the NWGP ministry training course to be
further equipped to serve God's kingdom
here at home or even beyond.

Whether as a single church or as a
partnership, we would highly recommend
the bible handling course to you. We are so
glad we decided to do so. | know Ro and
the team are more than happy to discuss
how the course can best fit and tailor to the
needs of your church and town.

James Greenfield
Associate Minister,
Christ Church, Blackburn

If your church would be interested in hosting
training for your church members, visit https://
www.northwestgospelpartnership.com/training/
bespoke-training/ to find out more



Joining in
as individuals

Over eight Wednesday evenings,
we had the privilege of taking part
in a truly enriching Bible course
organised by North West Gospel
Partnership (NWGP).

From beginning to end, the course was a
fantastic experience, one that left us feeling
spiritually filled and overflowing with God's
Word. Each session brought fresh insight,
encouragement, and a renewed sense of
purpose in our walk of faith.

Technically, the course took us deeper into
understanding how to read and interpret
the Scriptures more effectively. We were
guided step by step on how to approach
the Bible with greater clarity, context,

and purpose. This has equipped us with
valuable tools to not only study the Word
more confidently but also to apply its
teachings in our daily lives. The emphasis
on practical application made the learning
experience even more meaningful.

Throughout the course, we were taught
using powerful illustrations that brought

to life God's love, forgiveness, and his
mighty power in all he does. These
examples helped us connect emotionally
and spiritually with the message, making it
easier to reflect and grow. It was a beautiful
reminder of God's grace and His continuous
work in our lives.

Another highlight was the group
engagement, which was thoughtfully
planned and executed. The interactive

elements encouraged participation,
discussion and sharing, creating a
supportive and welcoming environment.
This added real value to the course,
allowing us to learn not only from the
teaching but also from one another’s
perspectives and experiences.

Ro Mody, Director of NWGP, delivered

the course with remarkable passion and
dedication. His profound knowledge of
the Scriptures was both inspiring and
impressive. What stood out most was not
only his depth of understanding, but also
his ability to communicate complex biblical
truths in a way that was clear, engaging,
and relevant to everyday life.

Overall, this life knowledge Bible study has
been deeply impactful. It has strengthened
our understanding, deepened our faith and
inspired us to continue growing spiritually.
We highly recommend this course to
anyone seeking to explore the Scriptures
more meaningfully. We are truly grateful for
this opportunity and look forward to taking
part in more studies in the future.

Mark and Deena Davies
St Thomas, Barrowford



AINISTRY TRAINING COURSE

Understand the Bible better and be equipped to teach it to others

1st Year (Leyland)

Thursday daytime
starting Sept 2026

1st Year (online)

Monday evening
starting Sept 2026

2nd Year (Leyland)

Thursday daytime
starting Sept 2026

Individuals undertaking the course may fund themselves,
churches might sponsor their attendance, or a mixture of the two.

WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL?

® Focus on Word Ministry

e First step for a lifetime of ministry

® Accessible and equips ‘lay’ workers in
their church to serve their Churches
better immediately

* Good fellowship with like-minded people
from across our region

* Taught by a dedicated and qualified Bible
teacher and trained local church leaders

® A chance to explore a variety of
evangelical positions

WHO IS IT FOR?

Anyone who
* wants to understand the Bible better

* wants to be equipped to teach it to
others

® has a desire to grow in their faith

® is new to training or just wants a
refresher

We have a wonderful variety of people
who join the course, from gap-year
students, church workers, secular full
timers through to retirees.

IT IS THE PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION!

An overview of the How to
whole Bible, looking understand and
at how God's Word fits apply different
together. Bible books.

“This study has been a big part of my

life and | have loved every minute. It is
definitely the best study that | have ever
been a part of and | learnt so much.” Pauline

For more information see...

northwestgospelpartnership.com/training/

ministry-training-course

Opportunities to
practise teaching, and
giving feedback in

Including: Bible Studies,
Leadership, Children & Youth,
Evangelism, Counselling,

turn. Growing Churches.

“| have really enjoyed the course. It has
been such a huge help to me on so many
different levels and has transformed my
understanding of the Bible.” Alistair

Mesese

Partnershlp



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Catching up with MTC Alumni

Q Adam Wilson

| currently serve as the minister of Christ
Presbyterian Church in Pocklington,

a church plant of the International
Presbyterian Church. | am married to
Genevieve, who also did the North
West Training Course for two years, and
together we have two children.

| had the blessing of starting the Training
Course in 2009 while serving as a ministry
trainee at Aigburth Community Church

in Liverpool. It was great fun piling into
the car with other trainees from Christ
Church Liverpool and heading to Leyland.
We would rehearse the talks we were
about to give on the journey there, then
spend the return trip talking through

how the Bible fits together, debating big
theological ideas, and thinking about how
to apply it all to the work we're involved
in. | think everyone who attended owes

a lot to Justin Mote for all he taught us,
but | am very grateful to all the pastors
and teachers on the course who gave me
that initial theological direction and those
Bible-handling tools, preparing me for
the rest of the week’s work in local church
ministry, and later to serve as a UCCF Staff
Worker in the Midlands.

Looking back, it is clear to see that the
training course was an essential part of
God's provision that pushed me on in the
journey into full-time theological education
at Westminster Theological Seminary

in Philadelphia and eventually full time
pastoral ministry. | am very grateful.

Q Lucy Boyall

Hello, my name is Lucy and | find it very
hard to believe that | completed the first
year of the Ministry Training Course, as a
fresh faced 22-year-old, 17 years ago.

And bizarrely enough so much and yet so
little seems to have changed since then.
The ‘so much’ accounts for almost 15 years
of marriage, five children - both biological
and adopted - house moves, church
changes, job changes, new passions and
the loss of loved ones. But as for the

‘so little’, Christ remains faithful, and we
continue to lean hard on Him as a family.

The wonderful truths of God's character and
sustaining grace that | was able to explore
and dig into during my NWGP Training
Course days have become evermore real
through the ups and downs of normal life. |
may not have chosen to pursue paid ministry
or any paid work for that matter, but the
opportunity it gave me to have my eyes
lifted to my Lord and Saviour has helped
me seek to shape my whole life around

Him over the years. Practically, the tools |
learned for handling God's Word have been
immensely helpful and served me well in
preparing Bible studies and writing talks.

But | have come to realise that helping

run a Toddler Group or volunteering to do
assemblies, helping on a church rota or
getting the tea on the table, are not just
jobs to be done, but opportunities to bring
Glory to God, share Christ, and become
more like Him. What a privilege and a joy!
It hasn't always felt like that, especially
when knee deep in pooey nappies, but
I've learned to believe it more. Christ really
is enough and we can consider it ALL Joy.



GETTING TO KNOW OUR PARTNERS

HOPE Church, Ashton-in-Makerfield

We are a warm and welcoming
church situated in the small town
of Ashton-in-Makerfield, midway
between Wigan and St Helens.

The church was built in 1882, and we are
still in the original building. Our purpose
is to share the good news of Jesus with
those in our area and to grow more like
him as a church family. We meet every
Sunday morning and evening. Around
80 people attend the morning service
where we are fed by our Pastor’s ministry
as he takes us systematically through
books in the Bible. Junior Church and

a creche operate during the latter part
of the service. Refreshments are served
afterwards giving us an opportunity to
get to know the many new folk who
have found us on the web. The service

is uploaded to YouTube each Sunday
afternoon.

Our Pastor — Michael Cornall

Michael grew up on a farm near Kirkby
Lonsdale and became a Christian when he
was a child. He has served as the pastor
of Hope Church since 2009. He is married
to Holly and they have two children. The
driving-force behind Michael’s ministry

is his desire to see people come to

know Jesus Christ and have their lives
transformed by him. He is supported by
three elders and a strong team of leaders.

Activities

We have a range of regular activities
including a prayer meeting and Bible study,
house groups, CAMEO (mother and toddler
group), coffee morning and three weekly
clubs for children and young people from
age 4 years through to mid-twenties.

It is encouraging to see several of our
young people getting involved in United
Beach Mission. Many of them attend the
annual Cumbria Christian Youth Camp
either as campers or leaders.

We hold outreach events for ladies, usually
involving crafts, cakes or puddings and
men’s events, often involving football and
pizza. We have a church family weekend
planned in June.

Our Mission Statement:

To Live By Faith - Trusting in Jesus for
salvation by faith and seeking to follow his
example and commands in our daily lives.

To Be Known By Love - Having received
love from God we seek to show love to each
other and to our community in Ashton.

To Be A Voice Of Hope - We believe that
the gospel of Jesus offers lasting hope.
Therefore, we seek to share that message
with all who don’t yet know Him.

Challenge

Our biggest challenge is a church building
that is no longer fit for purpose. Our aim
is to build a new church, which is a huge
undertaking, and this is supported by the
ongoing gifts and prayers of our church
family — for God's glory.

Andrew Parsons



PASSION FOR LIFE MISSION

St Andrew'’s Leyland

Out of a desire for that fellowship to
deepen, and taking our lead from Paul's
exhortation to the Philippians to "strive
together as one for the faith of the gospel"
we decided to turn our Life26 mission over
to the Growth Groups.

Rather than host a handful of large
invitational events as a whole church, and
then encourage church family to invite
others along, each Growth Group was
asked to plan and run a small evangelistic
event for the people they know. Beginning
with prayer, and then thinking about who
they wanted to share the gospel with, each
group came up with a smaller and more
intimate occasion in which to share the
gospel in a more tailored way.

The resulting mission week consisted of
thirteen events. Some of which you might
expect, and some | certainly didn't see
coming. We had events as simple as one
group putting on a Sunday dinner where
one of the group shared his testimony.
We had another where they ran a full wine
tasting evening with a gospel preacher.
We had a 'sitting disco' for adults with

learning difficulties, and the event that
surprised me most was a history tour of the
church building. The biggest event was
when two groups joined together to host
an evening looking at how Christ speaks
into our lives when we are struggling with
our mental health. As each group had
thought first about who they wanted to
reach, they tailored their events to interest
those people. And it worked.

By the end of the week there was a real
sense of unity and achievement in the
growth groups. They had stepped out

in faith, laboured together in kingdom
work, invited their friends, family, and
colleagues; and had a thoroughly good
time doing so. There was a real sense

of ownership and personal investment

in each event. This was born out in the
numbers as well. Far more non-Christians
got to hear about Jesus than we believe
would have accepted an invite to a large
event, and most wonderfully, a number
of the groups have caught the bug for
evangelising together throughout the year.

We'll definitely do missions weeks this way
again, and next time we're going to have
a deeper think about how our follow up
courses (like CE and 321) might also be
tailored in the same way.



GROWING
YOUNG
DISCIPLES

TRAINING YOUTH &
CHILDREN'S LEADERS

GYD Conference

In March NWGP partnered with GYD
to host a conference for anyone
involved in Youth or Children’s
ministry in their local church. The
theme: “Resilient Faith: preparing
the next generations to thrive in a
complex world”.

"I was first involved with the partnership over
12 years ago when | completed the ministry
evening course for two years with Justin
Mote and | also attended the youth and
children training days with my then church.
Recently we have increased our volunteers

in Sunday School and attending the
conference in partnership with GYD seemed
a great thing to get them all along to.

Attending the conference and being in

the room with brothers and sisters who
share the same heart for children to hear
the gospel in a relevant and biblical way

is amazing. It is a real encouragement
connecting with others who understand
both the joy and challenges of children’s
work. Hearing from different people on how
they do things is a really good way to spark
ideas for my work in St Mary’s Balderstone
and is a reminder we're not alone!

The team members that we brought along
are new to children’s work so for them it
was a real eye opener to what is out there
in other churches across the NW region,
and worshiping together was great. The
sessions helped them see both their role
in the sessions and also how to help with
their own children. | hope they feel valued
as team members and can see how we can
work together to bring the gospel to every
session or interaction we have with children
in our church. They are keen to come
again next year and we are hoping their
enthusiasm will spark others to come too!

To any other teams out there thinking
about coming: DO IT! The investment of
a day away together both in the travel,
the sessions and the chats over breaks
hopefully establishes the team and helps
us all grow together, being fed by the
amazing gospel we get to share.”

Sue Mason
St Mary's Balderstone



SOUND
Lunch

Each term we run a training lunch
for those involved in children’s
and youth ministry in our gospel
partnership. We gather for mutual
support and encouragement with
input from a visiting speaker to
equip us in our ministries.

Over the last year, we've been
helped to think about running
effective All Age services, staying
spiritually fresh as we serve, how to
shepherd children and young people
through transitions and milestones
at school and into university.

“| have found North West Gospel
Partnership Sound Lunch deeply
encouraging. Since beginning my role, these
gatherings have become a valuable space
for fellowship, prayer and mutual support
among those serving in youth ministry across
different churches and denominations.

On 6th May we had the privilege of hearing
from Boaz Williams from UCCF, who spoke
about the transition from youth ministry

into university life. His talk, grounded in

Acts 1:1-11 and Daniel 1:1-8, highlighted
how transitions are spiritually significant
moments in God's story. Throughout
Scripture, God often shapes His people
during seasons of change and uncertainty.
Daniel remained faithful in Babylon despite
being removed from everything familiar,
while the disciples in Acts learned to trust
God as they waited for the Holy Spirit.

Boaz explored the realities many young
people face when leaving for university:
moving to a new city, building friendships,
finding a church, and facing new
pressures and temptations. One testimony
that stood out was from a student

whose confidence was rooted not in
circumstances, but in her identity in Christ.

The session reminded me how important
it is to prepare young people not only
practically, but spiritually. As churches, we
are called to help them stand firm in their
faith, remember who they are in Christ,
and trust God through every transition of
life. Most importantly, we must continually
remind them that Jesus goes with them
wherever they go. Even in seasons of
loneliness, uncertainty or struggle, his love
remains constant. University may bring
many changes, but the truth of the Gospel
never changes: they are deeply loved by
Christ, never abandoned and never alone.”

Priscilla Potts
Youth worker at St John’s Hartford

If you'd like any further information about Sound
Lunches, and the plan for next year, please get
in touch with Becky Byrom (becky.byrom@
moorlands.org.uk)



Partnership

in Action

For the last two years, my

January timetable has included a
weekly trip from Bury (where | pastor
Radcliffe Road Baptist Church) to St
Andrew’s Church centre in Leyland
where | have taught a four-week
class on the Holy Spirit.

This is part of the North West Training
Course, and the class | teach is the second
year. The students have always been
engaged and keen to learn, and the class
is very interactive. While Ro Modly is the
main teacher, about 50% of the teaching
is done by visiting pastors like myself.
From my own experience, and hearing
second-hand from those on the course,
the syllabus is very thorough, and those on
the course go away with a good grasp of
Scripture and Christian doctrine.

Christian learning is always about more
than just “head knowledge”. One of the
practical aspects of this or any similar
course is to create opportunities for those
on the course to use their knowledge, for
example teaching the material to others.
The young men, in particular, may have a

gift for preaching. Our church at Radcliffe
Road has a weekly evening service and this
has proven to be a great “training ground”
for those embarking on a preaching
ministry. This year, | made a point of
inviting several of the men on the North
West training course to preach for us one
Sunday evening. So far, two of them have
done so, and, to our encouragement, they
brought friends with them to support them
as they shared God's word. These visits
have been hugely encouraging for us as a
church. As well as boosting our singing, we
have had fellowship with young believers
keen to live out their Christian lives and to
serve the Lord.

As pastor of a NWGP partner church, |

am keen to build our connection with
NWGP; sometimes it has been hard to
see how to do so with the involvement of
the whole congregation, rather than just
myself as the pastor. But this has been an
opportunity for the church to feel tangibly
connected to the Partnership.

Russell Phillips
Pastor, Radcliffe Road Baptist Church
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WHAT THE
SPIRIT SAYS

TO THE
CHURCHES

northwestgospelpartnership.com/event/nwgp-annual-conference



(¢ Contact us )

WEB. www.northwestgospelpartnership.com

EMAIL. info@northwestgospelpartnership.com
FACEBOOK. NorthWestPartnership

(¢ Join us )

Pray and be prayed for, support gospel work across our region,
share in the joy of giving to raise up the next generation of gospel
workers, and make the most of our training so that Christ may
be proclaimed across the North West more and more. Join our
partnership. Get in touch to find out more.



