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Dear Gospel
Partners...

We are the “North West Gospel
Partnership.” We all know that the most
important thing that we must keep
absolutely central is the Gospel (as we see
in 1 Corinthians 15:1-3). We are also aware
of where we must keep the Gospel central
—in the North West of our country. | am
really enjoying getting to know the North
West in the last seven months, its beautiful
countryside, culturally mixed cities, towns,
and villages and its friendly people. But
what about the “partnership” bit in the
“North West Gospel Partnership”?

It is here that we turn to Paul’s letter to the
Philippians. Paul writes this warm and joyful
letter to the church in Philippi as a “thank
you for your continuing Gospel partnership
with me” (Philippians 1:5). But what does

it mean for Paul (and us) to be in a Gospel
Partnership?

First, it means a partnership in sharing
together in the grace of Christ (Philippians
1:7). That means, we show the same grace
to one another as Christ has shown to us.

Secondly, we share together as partners
in the Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:1). Paul
explains that practically that means being
like-minded, having the same love for
one another and united in the Spirit

and sharing the same gospel outlook

on doctrine, mission, church planting,
maturity, revitalisation, and training.

We may come from different churches,
different denominations, have differences
on secondary issues, but we are all
evangelicals who want to proclaim Christ
to the lost millions in the North West. It is
wonderful that we are united, that is one
of the wonderful things that has struck me
about the NWGP. Let's strive to keep that
spiritual unity.

Thirdly, Paul points us to a partnership in
Christ's sufferings (Philippians 3:10.) Now, |
must confess, that is a surprise to me. We
would rather be a partnership in power or
success or triumph. But Paul tells us that
partnership in Christ’s sufferings comes
before a partnership in resurrection glory.
Being a Christian today is hard because our
nation has moved away from the Gospel,
so we have to be prepared for suffering
and persecution just as the Lord and Paul
suffered.

Lastly, partnership is about sharing in joint
mission (Philippians 4:14-15). The church
in Philippi was (presumably) in partnership
with other churches in the area but also
with the apostle Paul in his mission. They
shared his troubles and gave towards

his mission. For us it means that we are
not only a partnership of like-minded
evangelical churches in the North West
but we must invest in mission as well.
That means that it would be good to train
up more workers for the mission field by
sending them on our ministry training
course.

Lastly, let us be a partnership in prayer
and bring all our requests joyfully before
the Lord of the Church, our saviour Jesus
Christ.

Ro Mody
NWGP Director



CHURCH PLANT

Central Church

Warrington

Back in 2019, an article was published
in the Partnership magazine on “a

clear gospel need for a new church for
Warrington.” Some of you may have
prayed back then, and we're immensely
grateful to God that Central Church
Warrington was subsequently planted in
2022 and is now two years old.

Our aim as a church probably will not
surprise you: to be a church which listens to
Jesus as the Bible is clearly taught, which
responds in lives of repentance and faith,
and shares the good news about him.

How have the last two years been?

Our Sunday gatherings began in a dining
room at the Salvation Army Church, with 20
adults and 4 children. We also started three
midweek groups meeting in houses around
Warrington (called Teams). Two years later,
we are still in the dining room but there are
around 60 of us, and six midweek Teams.
We have also seen a few people profess
faith after Christianity Explored courses.

When we step back like that it reminds us
that God has given us lots to encourage
us. There have been plenty of practical
headaches and ups and downs. People
have taken real steps of faith to be part

of our church, to invest and persevere in
relationships, to work hard, and we still feel
fragile and young, but we know it's worth it
because Jesus is Lord, in Warrington just as
much as anywhere else.

Personally, and as a family, these two years
have flown by and God has pushed us to
trust him in ways we weren’t expecting or
have always enjoyed, but it has given us a

chance to see God's goodness in new ways.

Praying on for us

We know our need for

prayer hasn’t changed since 2019. And so
if you are able to pray for us as a young
church, please do:

e For our love for Jesus and joy to be in
him.
e For a bigger building to meet in.

e For more people in Warrington to trust
in Jesus and be baptised.

e  For new staff members and summer
interns to be a blessing to us as we
grow.

Praying for the wider region

Our church began because people saw
the need in Warrington for evangelical
churches and people prayed. As we've
grown, we've seen how big the gospel
need still is, both in our town and also the
surrounding area. Young as we are, we
want to play our part and have just started
praying with other Anglican churches for
church plants in places like Widnes, St
Helen’s, Wigan, and Ormskirk.

We mention this so you might join us in
praying for this too. Our church started with
a monthly prayer meeting that grew over

a couple of years, and we'd love to start
gathering anyone interested in praying for
these towns too. We ourselves feel weak
but that's the blessing of partnership, and
the need is too great to just pat ourselves
on the back.

Mark Cooper




Union
Gospel-hearted training,

wherever you need it.

-
The North West Gospel Partnership hosts Union’s Liverpool
Learning Community.
. L Y

Graduate Diploma (GDip) in Theology .
e Robust theological education
e All teaching delivered by UST Faculty as

videos or live lectures
e  Part-time over 2 years, with 1 day a week 7%

at the Learning Community f
e 22 teaching weeks + revision and exam o

weeks per year Vil
o Designed for people with a previous degree [ | J ~

in another subject | | J . e
e Validated by the Open University i'l & E?
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Email admissionenquiries@ust.ac.uk for more details.
Apply at ust.ac.uk/apply before 9t August 2024

| did the first year of the ministry training course way back in

2004-2005 just after | had graduated and was living with my

parents in North Cumbria. It was such a formative year for me and

| particularly remember the Bible overview being a highlight - |

loved seeing how the whole Bible consistently presents our need for

Jesus. | also learned during that year of a church revitalisation about

to happen in Lancaster — Moorlands Church — which | have now been

a member of since September 2005. Five years later | got to complete the
second year of the training course when | was a ministry trainee at Moorlands.

Since then |'ve been working at Moorlands as our Families Worker — so | co-ordinate all
our ministry with 0-18s and their families, train up the volunteer team and try to help

us grow and develop as the years go by. The biggest thrill of being in one ministry role
long-term is seeing some of the fruit of gospel ministry as children become courageous
followers of Jesus in their teens or as teens grow up and serve as godly parents or
youth leaders or children’s teachers in our church or in churches elsewhere. There is
hard and thorny ground to weep over, and lots still to learn, but I'm grateful for the
encouragement and equipping | got all those years ago to consider full-time gospel
ministry in a local church.




On a Friday evening in March we took a
group of young people from our church
family at St Andrew’s Ashton-on-Ribble

on the long journey to Spring Sound at St
John's Hartford. Many of our group were
going to Sound for the first time. They
weren't quite sure what to expect, but had
been told it would be fun!

We arrived early but there was already a
friendly buzz with lots of young people
milling around playing table tennis, pool,
Just Dance or chatting. It was great to see
lots meeting up with friends from other
churches across the North West and it's
always an encouragement to see so many
teens from different churches coming

to meet together and hear more about
Jesus. We enjoyed a chance to chat and
catch up whilst we ate hot dogs, chips and
cookies and the atmosphere was warm and
welcoming even for those who hadn’t been
before and didn’t know anyone outside the
group they came with.

After food, we teamed up in groups of
8 and had a multi-game challenge as
we went round lots of different games,
competing against different teams. We
played a fantastic range of games from
Bananagrams and charades to sending
messages in semaphore, passing a ball
down the line only using our feet and
threading a hoop round your team whilst
holding hands (turns out that was our
team’s superpower!).

Finally we moved into the church building
and enjoyed some time singing, playing
some mass group games and hearing from
God's Word together. Pete spoke to us
from Acts 17, encouraging us to engage
with the message of the gospel ourselves
and then to pass it on to friends and family
around us (hence all the message related
games).

At the end there was a last chance to chat
before we headed home with our Easter
eggs which were greatly enjoyed (we've
still got the chocolate marks on our car
seat to prove it). All of our young people
had a great time and can’t wait to go to
Summer Sound this term; we already have
the date marked down in our diary!

If you have 14-18s in your church family
then do encourage them to come or

bring them along, it's such a wonderful
opportunity for young people, often from
small churches with a small youth group (or
no group at all!) to meet others of a similar
age who are wanting to live for Jesus too!
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On March 9* a group of us spent the

day at the GYD Fortify Day ‘Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made’, thinking about youth
and children’s ministry. It was great to be
able to meet together with leaders from
churches around the North West. What an
encouragement to join together with so
many people committed to passing on the
good news of the gospel to children and
young people in their churches. We also
enjoyed spending time together as a team
and listening to and learning from the GYD
team.

In the first session we looked at Psalm
139, thinking about identity, as people
who are fearfully and wonderfully made. It
was encouraging to spend time dwelling
in the Psalm and be reminded that God
knows us, surrounds us, creates us and
tests us. It was helpful to think about how
we apply this to the children and young
people in our care, helping them to know
how precious they are; known, created and
loved by the creator of the universe.

"] really enjoyed the choice of seminars,
and loved the discussion in them. It was
great to be able to share my own views
with others and develop them biblically.
| feel much more confident in praying
with children and just really enjoyed the
fellowship of the event” - Anna

There were many seminar options through
the day, including teaching ethics, helping
children to pray, helping teens in a world
of identity angst, and working together

as a united team. As a team we

tried to cover as many as we could... each
one got us chatting, and definitely gave us
food for discussion on the way home, and
topics to explore going forward too.

"] went to a seminar on the Biblical
theology of the body - this was a
great chance to have some discussions
about some of the conversations and
questions that we might come across
as we get alongside the young people
in our churches.” - Lydia

Taking the time to be trained together

as a team is really beneficial. There were
new things to learn, important things to
consider and things to be reminded of.
The day helped to lift our eyes from the
week in week out Sunday and mid-week
sessions, to some bigger issues which are
important in the world today, as we think
about how we help our young people
know that they are loved, wanted and
known. We ended the day in 1 Corinthians
15, thinking about the future to come...
and the physical resurrection we are
promised in Jesus. With great snacks

and an excellent bookstall, it was an
encouraging and useful day out. We have
next year’s date in our diary, and would
encourage you to do the
same.

Youth & Children’s
Leaders from

Holy Trinity Platt




NWGP
Leaders’

Meetings

It was good and refreshing to meet with
other church leaders from around the
region in March. Reflecting on Hebrews
10, Nathan Buttery said that starting the
Christian life is great, finishing it is vital. He
helped us to see that whilst Hebrews shows
that pressures have always been intense, in
Jesus we have been given all we need for
the Christian life. Perhaps, in recent years,
some of us have become more aware of
how hard it can be to keep going all the
way to the finish, and so this teaching was
valuable for us.

For me personally, it was a first opportunity
to meet Ro Mody and hear him preach. It
helped me to hear, from Philippians, that
partnership with each other finds it's heart
in partnership with the Lord, and leads to

a continuing commitment to each other.

| found this helpfully re-envisioning as |
think many of us went into a survival mode
during the Covid pandemic, and it's good
to be renewing and developing a sense

of partnership across the region. This
encouraged me, but also made me think
how we can help people in our churches
with that vision too. In our church’s case,
around 20% of the core congregation
moved away during the Covid period, as
new people have steadily joined it will be
good if we can share a vision for the region,
not only our church and local community.

It was good
to hear news
from around
the region, to renew
friendships and begin new ones, and to be
back in Leyland. National news, including
Christian news, has been a bit gloomy in
recent months, but meeting with others
and hearing their stories reminded me

the Lord is doing lots of good things

in our region, albeit often on a smaller
scale than we might like. Church leaders
are feeling pressure, but are also seeing
encouragements of growth - new people
attending, church revitalisations and plants
beginning, people coming forward to
attend the training course.

A member of our leadership team, who
moved to our town and church a couple
of years ago, was able to attend too and
found their first experience of a NWGP
leaders meeting really positive.

We were encouraged to see others taking
the time and effort to be there and thought
it was well worth the travel from the true
North! Thank you for putting on a good
day.

Huw lley

Bethesda Brampton

FUTURE NWGP LEADERS' MEETINGS

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT AND PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
11 JUNE, SPEAKER: MATT SEARLES | 12 SEPTEMBER, SPEAKER TBC

All church leaders and their leadership teams welcome.
Church members - encourage your leaders to attend.
Lunch available - contact sara@northwestgospelpartnership.com to book a place. 9
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Deiniol Williams

My name is Deiniol Williams and | grew up in Wrexham, North
Wales. | completed Year 1 of the NWGP Ministry Training Course
in 2011 alongside working as an intern at my home church. | have
fond memories of travelling by train from Wrexham to Leyland,
enjoying coffee with other MTC course members, and benefitting
from the lectures given by Justin Mote and a number of other
speakers. This was the first time that | had considered any form of
‘Bible Overview," and alongside Danny Rurlander’s four lectures on the
doctrine of the church, it was a highlight of the year for me. Although what remains
most memorable is still the sense of fear as | prepared to give my brief talk in the How
to Give a Talk small-group!

The MTC year helped me to begin assessing a sense of calling to pastoral ministry.
Soon afterwards | began formal seminary-level training with a view to entering pastoral
ministry longer-term, and in 2021 | was ordained as a Teaching Elder in the International
Presbyterian Church (IPC), a growing family of Reformed and Presbyterian churches

in the UK, Europe, and Korea. The British Presbytery sent me to plant a new church in
Chester, and over the last three years it has been encouraging to see Trinity Church
Chester get started. We meet in Chester city centre each Sunday and would love to
welcome more visitors from other NWGP churches when in the area.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

-
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PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION

Crossing Cultures

in Blackburn

Haroon and Mariam Lal Din have recently
arrived in Blackburn from Pakistan. They
have spent the past four decades working
in medical mission in the north of the
country.

Their new ministry has been made possible
by a partnership of a number of evangelical
churches in Blackburn, alongside their
sending church and SIM (Serving in
Mission).

Haroon and Mariam have five children,
three of them in the UK, and a growing
number of grandchildren. We asked them
about their life and their new ministry.

Tell us how the Lord led you to
Blackburn:

When we first heard about South Asian
Ministries in Blackburn, we were struck

by the fact that their vision is very similar

to the one that God gave to us for our
ministry in Pakistan, where in the context of
a mission hospital we have been involved in
evangelism among the majority faith group
of our country and also in seeking to equip
churches to do the same.

How do you see your ministry beginning
to take shape?

We have been in the UK for only a couple
of months, but we are beginning to work
with churches in and around Blackburn.
We have had opportunities to see what
the Lord is already doing through different
churches in the area, for which we thank
God.

Later this month we are beginning a
course called ‘Friendship First’ (produced
by Interserve), which is designed to help

Christians
to relate to
Muslim friends
and neighbours, to
understand something
of Islam, and to seek ways of sharing the
good news of the Lord Jesus.

Our hope is that as Christians come
together for this course that we will be able
to encourage people to be reaching out

to those around them with confidence and
skill. We are praying that churches will be
prayerful and united in seeking to witness
to Christ in areas where the gospel is not
well known.

What encourages you to keep going in
ministry?

Our life verse has been: ‘Not by might
nor by power but my Spirit, says the
Lord'. (Zechariah 4:6). Over the past four
decades, we have witnessed many times
the truth of these words. We prayerfully
look to the Lord for the work of the Holy
Spirit above and beyond our imagination
as we begin this new chapter of ministry.

What are your hopes for the future?

We thank the Lord for his work in
establishing South Asian Ministries in
Blackburn and for the vision to reach out
to people of South Asian heritage. Our
prayer is that more churches will catch the
vision and that the ministry will grow under
the Lord's mighty hand.

Haroon and
Mariam Lal Din




NWGP

Exciting News about
the Training Course!

| want to share some exciting news about
our NWGP training course. The training
course is a key part of the NWGP. We need
to train up men and women of all ages
and all stages of the Christian life so that
they can be equipped to serve in whatever
capacity in their local churches. That is the
goal of the training course.

In the first year we have around 36
students in 23-24. They are very keen
and enthusiastic. | have taught a Bible
overview for them and there has been
good discussion. They are a great group
& we have all got on well and have good
fellowship. | have certainly enjoyed it.

In the second year, we have a small group
of 12 students. | have taught Bible genres
and Romans. they have enjoyed the
challenge of Romans.

Online we have around 20 students. | have
taught Bible overview, Ephesians, and the
Psalms as a book with a story. It has been a
real blessing.

Next Year 2024-25:
The Bible Overview:

This is the real strength of the course. |
want the students to be able to answer the
question to anyone who asks them “so,
what is the Bible all about?” and “what
does the Bible mean in my life?”

Yet we only have around 30 hours to
cover the whole Bible. Therefore, for the
year 2024-25 | aim to give the students
an overview of the key story of salvation
in some detail so that we can grasp the
narrative or story shape of the Bible and
the history of salvation.

12

So, the new overview for 2024-
25 year would be an exciting
and true history of the Bible that
includes everything and everyone. | am
arranging the Bible into six acts called
“The Drama of Scripture” that shows the
true story from creation to new creation
and is centred on God in Jesus Christ, the
real hero of the Bible. Yet we too find our
place in this cosmic and universal story.

Act 1: The Righteous God Creates a
Righteous Kingdom (from Genesis to
Deuteronomy, showing the creation of the
world, the problem of unrighteous sin, and
the creation of Israel to show a new way)

Act 2: The Rise and Fall and future rise
again of a Righteous Kingdom (The rise of
Israel and its fall into exile, from Joshua to
Kings and the prophecies of a new eternal
Righteous Kingdom -Isaiah, Ezekiel and the
12 prophets)

Act 3: Wisdom and Righteousness (The
Wisdom Literature of Proverbs, Song of
Songs, Ecclesiastes to show how to live
wisely and righteously)

Act 4: The Coming of the Righteous
Messiah and His Kingdom (Jesus Christ and
the Gospels)

Act 5: The Expansion of the Risen
Righteous Messiah’s Kingdom (The mission
of the church in Acts)

Act 6: The New Creation of the Righteous
Kingdom (Revelation and the return of

Christ)



The overview should enable
students to have a grasp of
the main message of the Bible,
especially the Old Testament
which many of us find hard, and to
see how the whole Bible is centred on
the Messiah, Jesus Christ and is Gospel-
focused (how God declares righteous
unrighteous sinners like us.)

The Pastoral Epistles: Also, If we hope that
all of us will serve in some sort of pastoral
ministry in their lives, then a study of the
Pastoral Epistles (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy
and Titus) is vital because in these letters
Paul tells his disciples, Timothy and Titus
how to conduct real gospel ministry. These
letters guide us as to the shape of Christian
ministry after the apostles and focus on
big issues today such as the nature of
preaching, suffering, leadership of the
church, the character of a pastor, the place
of the Gospel and the Bible in the church,
and the Christian life. This would come in
the 2nd year.

Saturday Morning Courses: | know that
many of us are unable to commit to a
year-long course but might be interested
in a short four- or five-week course on a
Saturday morning on interesting subjects.
| am thinking of starting short courses on
a particular bible book or theme. Please
let Sara know if you would be interested

and, if so,
where you
are based and
what bible book
or theme you would
be interested in.

Please do sign up for 2024-25. Please think
and pray about whether you or someone
you know in your church would be blessed
by coming on the course in 2024-25.

| look forward to meeting you on the
course. God Bless, Ro.

Ro Mody
NWGP Director




Working Together

for Good

Liverpool Pregnancy Choices (LPC) exists to
support women (and their partners) through
the difficulties that arise through unplanned
pregnancy and unexpected feelings
following termination of pregnancy. We
are a Christian Charity that grew out of

the gospel partnership our churches in
Liverpool already share.

There are some things that as churches,

we can do much better together. It is very
clear to me that LPC is a great example of
this, it would not exist without partnership.

Liverpool Pregnancy Choices grew out of a
discussion at the monthly Liverpool pastors
meet up. We had been considering Nancy
Pearcey’s book “Love Thy Body”. In it she
builds upon Francis Schaeffer’s “Upper
Story”/"Lower Story” divide:

The concept of truth has been divided:

THEOLOGY, MORALITY
Private, Subjective, Relativistic

SCIENCE
Public, Objective, Valid for Everyone

She argues that modern secular thought
has split human beings into upper/lower
story. The lower story is the body, and the
upper story is the person, the authentic
self. She then applies how this thinking has
influenced how we relate to our bodies.
One striking thing for me was how this
affects if we think an unborn baby is a
person (Psalm 139:15). | found this book a
great read and would recommend it.

As pastors in Liverpool, we were
considering how we should help people
grasp the truth the bible teaches about
human beings. We are not a self, trapped
in a body. We should be caring for
everyone as embodied souls.

14

After this
discussion, |
stumbled upon the
fact that each year
in Liverpool there
are 2,700 abortions.
The same as one for every
working hour of every working

day in our city. As pastors we started
praying and thinking if there was anything
we could do to be a force for good amid all
this brokenness. Different churches prayed
and offered people and skills to help move
things forward. Christian GPs connected
to CMF started praying, supporting and
offering advice.

We now have pregnancy crisis counsellors
from churches around the city; Aigburth
Community Church, Bridge Chapel, Christ
Church Liverpool, Trinity Church Everton,
Speke Baptist Church and befrienders in
various other churches.

We are regularly seeing clients, some who
are facing pregnancy crisis and others who
are seeking post abortion support. We
uphold the value of life, both the life of the
unborn child and the lives of the mother
and father. We seek to enable an individual
to make decisions without pressure or
manipulation, offering a non-judgemental,
informative and supportive response. We
thank God for the women who have been
helped and pray that over time they would
be able to enjoy the riches of Gods grace
in the gospel.

If you want to know more about Liverpool
Pregnancy Choices, check out our website:
liverpoolpregnancychoices.org.

Peter Roberts
Pastor of Trinity Church
Everton and Trustee of

Liverpool Pregnancy

Choices
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TRAINING
Understand the Bible o0

COURSE

What makes it special:

Biblical Theology —

First step for a lifetime of ministry

Accessible and equips ‘lay’ workers in
their church to serve their Churches
better immediately

Good fellowship with like-minded
people from across our region

Taught by a dedicated and qualified
Bible teacher and trained local church
leaders

A chance to explore a variety of
evangelical positions

An overview of the

whole Bible, looking at how God's Word
fits together.

Exposition — How to understand & apply
different Bible books.

Contact sara@northwestgospelpartnershlp com for mare information

“I have really enjoyed the course.
It has been such a huge help to me
on so many different levels and has
transformed my understanding of
- Alistair

the Bible.”

better and be equipped
to teach it to others.

Who is it for?

Anyone who

e wants to understand the Bible better

e wants to be equipped to teach it to others
¢ has a desire to grow in their faith

e is new to training or just wants a refresher

We have a wonderful variety of people who
join the course, from gap-year students,
church workers, secular full timers through
to retirees.

Hands-on Training — Practice in giving talks
& giving feedback to others. :

Gospel Ministry —including: Bible Studies,
Leadership, Children & Youth, Evangelism,
Counselling, Growing Churches.

“This study has been a big part of my
life and I have loved every minute.

It is definitely the best study that |
have ever been a part of and I learnt
so much.” - Pauline

e

ospel
Partnershlp



({

({

Contact us

WEB - www.northwestgospelpartnership.com
EMAIL - info@northwestgospelpartnership.com
TWITTER - NWPartnership

FACEBOOK - NorthWestPartnership

Join us

Pray and be prayed for, support gospel work across our region, share in the
joy of giving to raise up the next generation of gospel workers, and make
the most of our training so that Christ may be proclaimed across the North
West more and more. Join our partnership. Get in touch with Sara to find
out more.

Partnering churches, nurturing growth

The North West Gospel Partnership is a registered charity no. 1190430.
Trustees: Paul Baxendale, Sarah Bradley, Eddie Bridle, Hannah Fox, Alan Kellard,
Andrew Raynes, Shalom Srirangam, Gerry Straker and Phil Wells.



