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DEAR BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS...
Remember those famous words about 
gospel partnership from Paul?  

I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now 
(Philippians 1:3-5).  

It is of course that gospel of Jesus Christ 
that brings us back to God and back to 
each other in unity in the faith – His work, 
his sacrifice, his blood, bringing people 
into the Church from every tribe and every 
tongue and every corner of the North West 
of England.  

We are called to express that unity in our 
local churches and in gospel partnership. 
This partnership together is a wonderful 
thing that means thanking God and praying 
with joy for one another!  

To help us have a focus, we have a vision 
for our partnership: 

We work together towards local 
churches proclaiming Christ in every 
community in the North West for the 

glory of God. 

To accomplish this, we want to help each 
other to: 

• Plant

• Revitalise

• Persevere

• Mature

• Train 

(see facing page).  

Our partner churches think these are great 
things. But what does this partnership 
actually look like on the ground?  Inevitably 
the nature of the partnership is that it is 
what we, the partner churches, make it. 

This means it will look different for different 
churches. Some of the things I love 
about the partnership include: the tonic 
of ministers’ meetings and the Annual 
Conference, and the training course where 
we’ve sent people thinking about full-time 
ministry. Then there’s training events, youth 
events and camp. All to support our local 
churches.  

But it’s still more than that. It can be simply 
knowing other churches share the same 
passion for Christ and his gospel. Other 
churches share the same stances and 
therefore the same battles. Older leaders 
looking out for younger leaders and 
sometimes younger leaders looking out 
for older ones. Sending people who are 
moving to each other’s churches. Visiting 
a partner church on holiday for mutual 
encouragement. Asking for wisdom from 
a church that’s already experienced what 
you’re experiencing. All part of working 
together for the glory of God in our region.

Gospel Partnership is something to be 
thankful for and to make the most of in our 
different contexts – it’s what we the partner 
churches make it. 

May the Lord bless our gospel work in our 
local churches and grow his Church 

The North West Gospel Partnership is a registered charity no. 1190430.  
Trustees: Paul Baxendale, Sarah Bradley, Alan Kellard,  

Shalom Srirangam, Gerry Straker and Phil Wells.

Gerry Straker 
Acting Chair
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It doesn’t take a great deal of analysis to 
realise that for many, life is pretty hard at 
the moment. Our nation feels like it’s in 
crisis, and our world seems closer to self-
destruction than ever. But apart from the 
bigger issues, all of us endure pain and 
brokenness in our lives. And the question 
is how do we deal with that as believers? 
We know from Scripture that we have a 
glorious hope in the resurrection of Jesus. 
But we still go through the agony and 
pain of suffering and loss and perhaps we 
wonder whether God provides more than 
just hope that things will be better. 

Dark Clouds, Deep Mercy is a book that 
points us to a reservoir of grace that many 
of us haven’t tapped into. It’s a book about 
lament. That doesn’t sound a hugely 
inspiring topic, but the reality is lament is 
used by Biblical writers frequently as a way 
of processing pain and speaking to God 
about it. I found the book hugely helpful in 
enabling me to see how to process sadness 
and brokenness and giving me hope that 
there might be light in the darkness. 

Mark Vroegop writes: “Lament can 
be defined as a loud cry, a howl, or a 
passionate expression of grief. However, 
in the Bible lament is more than sorrow 
or talking about sadness….. Lament is 
a prayer in pain that leads to trust” (p. 
28). Vroegop points out that a third of 
the Psalms are laments, and frequently in 
the Scriptures writers lament in times of 
hardship. 

The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 
is “Learning to Lament”. Here the author 
outlines four stages of lament and how 

Christians can practice it. “Keep turning 
to prayer”, “bring your complaints”, “ask 
boldly”, “choose to trust”. I found this the 
most helpful section. It showed lament 
was more than just expressing grief before 
the Lord, important though that is. Lament 
uses our brokenness to lead us deeper into 
relationship of trust in God. 

Part 2 works though the book of 
Lamentations showing how lament was 
used by Jeremiah in Israel’s darkest hour- 
the fall of Jerusalem and the subsequent 
exile. Part 3 gives some very helpful 
practical applications to how we lament 
personally and in church life. 

This book opened up to me a part of the 
Christian life I had never really understood 
before and showed me how valuable 
lament is in dealing with our brokenness 
and pain. It’s a book to be read carefully 
and its lessons put into practice in our 
personal and church lives. 

Nathan Buttery
Vicar, All Saints Preston

Book Review
DARK CLOUDS, 
DEEP MERCY
Mark Vroegop
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Within a few hundred yards of one another 
lie the imposing Stockport Pyramid and 
the largely unnoticed St Martin’s church 
building.  5 years ago The Pyramid was 
thriving with hundreds of office workers, 
and St Martin’s story was coming to an 
end with the diocese making the difficult 
arrangements to close the church.  But the 
Lord had other plans.  Whilst The Pyramid 
has lain empty for 4 years, by God’s 
grace, St Martin’s has been revitalised and 
continues to flourish in a new chapter of its 
long story.

In 2018, with the blessing of the 
Manchester bishops and local clergy, 
a group of adults relocated from Holy 
Trinity Platt in Manchester to St Martin’s.  
Since then, these ‘new arrivals’ have 
been outnumbered by a steady stream of 
new people joining the church.   We’ve 
experienced so many stories of grace 
together as people have been drawn to 
worship with us and grow together in 
Christ.  A recurring story has been the Lord 
bringing people back to church after many 
years away for a variety of reasons.

We are praying that the next phase of 
our church life might be characterised 
by deepening connections and service 
amongst the parish and local estate.  We 
hope that our midweek groups such as 
Lego Club, Little Lights toddler group and 
our midweek community drop in, might be 
places where relationships can be built and 
Christ made known.  We are also hoping to 

embark on a building project for the church 
to develop as a hub of ministry through the 
provision of basic needs such as a kitchen, 
toilets and children’s space.

St Martin’s congregation has had a strong 
link with North West Gospel Partnership 
for many years: the minister and his wife 
took part in the Ministry Training course 
from 2003-2005, and a large number of 
the congregation have also been course 
members.

We’re so thankful to God for his mercy to 
us, and for the support and partnership of 
NWGP and other local churches.  We don’t 
know what the Lord has in store for us but 
we look forward to walking in the ways he 
takes us!

 Please pray:

• For developing relationships with the 
parish, and opportunities to share 
Christ with them.

• For training future leaders, and long 
term plans to revitalise a local church.

• For clarity of vision, and provision of 
resources for the building project.

• For integration of newcomers who 
have joined over the last 6 months.

www.stms.org.uk

Will Rubie

Partner Profile
ST MARTINS, STOCKPORT

DARK CLOUDS, 
DEEP MERCY
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Grace Church Manchester was planted in 
2005 in Manchester as a small, café church-
style gathering (called The Plant) which 
focussed on reaching students. Since then, 
by God’s grace we have grown to a larger, 
multi-ethnic family church, with people 
from all ages and stages of life. From the 
beginning, our desire as a church has 
been to glorify Jesus by teaching the Bible 
faithfully, warmly welcoming all who come 
through our doors, and by sharing the 
gospel with those in our community. Over 
the years we’ve met in various locations 
including Victoria Park, Salford, and 
Withington. Since 2013 The Manchester 
Academy High School in Moss Side has 
been our home for Sunday services.

A recent ministry development has been 
my appointment as a church intern. After 
graduating in July, I knew I wanted to 
dedicate a year to serving the Lord in 
ministry, and interning with GCM provided 
me with an opportunity to not only bless 
the church body, but be involved in a 
variety of different ministries and projects. 
I will be pursuing my love for children’s 
ministry within and outside of the church, 
being involved in GCM’s outreach toddler 
group and kids work. I will also be 
exploring other ministries that are new to 
me, like youth work and women’s ministry. 
Alongside this I am receiving foundational 
theological training in partnership with City 
Church Manchester, and volunteering at 
Image, a local Christian pregnancy crisis 

centre. I have learnt so much already, even 
in this first month, and look forward to 
sharing the gospel with the community 
within and around GCM.

Please give thanks for the ways in which 
GCM is reaching people in our local 
community and pray for visible fruit, 
particularly amongst the parents at our 
toddler group. Give thanks for our growing 
youth group, and particularly for the 
baptism of one of our teenagers. Finally, 
please pray for us as we seek to develop 
our discipleship culture through 
resourcing women’s and 
men’s ministries. 

Grace Fulford

Getting to know
GRACE CHURCH, MANCHESTER
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GRACE CHURCH, MANCHESTER In July 2022 I had the privilege to go with 
two of our youth to the ‘Summer Sound’ 
event held at St Andrews Church, Leyland. 
Sound is for anyone aged from 14 to 18. 
It’s a great opportunity for youth groups 
of all sizes from across the North West 
to meet together, learn from God’s word 
and to get to know other Christians their 
age. We are part of a small church where 
we have a handful of youth in this age 
group, but they found it a fantastic and 
encouraging opportunity. The weather was 
kind to us, so we were able to spend the 
beginning of the evening outside playing 
games and eating hot dogs. Our boys 
particularly enjoyed playing cricket! 

Our youth were also really encouraged 
by the time we spent together, especially 
the teaching and the time of worship. 
Luke Blakeley, from St Andrews Church, 
gave the young people an engaging 
yet challenging message from 1 Peter 
1, thinking about the imperishable 
inheritance that we have as Christians 
if we put our trust in Jesus Christ. I was 
particularly encouraged by the questions 
in the discussion time. We found our boys 
really opened up and were honest about 
the stage they were at in their faith and the 
challenges they expect to face, especially 
in the summer when they would be away 
from home, church and youth group. I 
saw a new openness and a commitment 
in them and think this was possible due 
to being away at a different event and the 
relaxed environment.

I would like to thank those who spent a 
lot of time planning this event and making 
it possible for us to come along. We 

really appreciate how the event brought 
everyone together with lots of fun and 
an extended time looking at the Bible 
together. As we begin to have more of our 
youth join the age category, we are excited 
to be able to bring them along to the day 
event in November in Manchester and 
pray this will be another great 
opportunity for small youth 
groups to benefit from.

Hannah Hale
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PRAISE GOD FOR A  
BACK TO NORMAL  
SUMMER OF GREAT CAMPS
It was great to be able to run residentials again this summer after a few years of having to 
change our plans due to Covid. The weeks were amazing - with so much to thank God for.

I’ve served on the Buzz since 2009 when 
I was a ministry trainee on the Wirral and 
have had the joy of seeing its various 
forms over the years. My eldest daughter 
Ava-Jayne (now 9) has also been part of 
the Buzz for a long time - ever since she 
was born - as my wife was being part time 
leader, part time mum! So, it’s safe to 
say that AJ had been looking forward to 
coming on the Buzz as an actual camper for 
years. A day’s Buzz last year due to COVID 
only wetted her appetite.

AJ:  “I had an amazing time on the Buzz 
– I really enjoyed all the fun activities and 
games. It’s a washout, energy killers, crafts 
and games. I loved being in the Dancing 
Dolphins and my leaders in my dorm 
group were loads of fun! And the time we 
spent learning about Jesus was great too – 
especially in the main meetings where we 
played find me treasure (you have to say it 
in a pirate accent for it to work!) And I’ve 
come away wanting to be more like Trev 
the Truster!”

I loved seeing AJ with the other children 
all wanting to learn more about Jesus 
and have fun along the way. A particular 
highlight was watching AJ chatting and 
learning from godly leaders, both sprightly 
university students and old timers like 
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myself. Of course, she gets this in our 
church family as well, but it’s wonderful that 
for 4 days AJ has time to not only study 
Gods word with gifted and talented leaders 
who love Jesus, but also gets to see how 
He has made a difference in their lives as 
they serve in this special, sacrificial way. 

“So Ava-Jayne, are you looking forward to 
going on the Buzz next year?”

“YES!”

 “Would you like to go on longer summer 
camps when you are too old for the Buzz?”

“YES!”

Steve – Buzz Leader
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After a two year break due to COVID, it 
was like old times in sunny Shropshire as 
leaders and young people from all over the 
North West descended on Quinta at the 
start of the summer holidays. 

The build-up to Quinta 2022 had felt 
different to usual, with leaders a little 
rusty after a 36 month break and a bit 
more nervousness than normal amongst 
members given that so many had never 
been to camp before. 

But from the moment parents dropped 
off their kids in Quinta’s green fields, filled 
with the sound of music popping on loud 
speakers and the sight of bright bulging 
bouncy castles, it was like we had never 
been away. 

We spent the week imagining we were all 
shipwrecked on a desert island. Teams of 
members and leaders competed in various 
wide games and water challenges, and 
enjoyed other activities such as swimming, 
archery, paddle boarding and low-roping. 

The teaching theme for the week was the 
gospel of Mark, with Bible studies in the 
morning and a talk each evening. There 
was also a range of seminars on subjects 
including the big picture of the Bible, 
friendship, and the afterlife. 

Behind the scenes we had a fabulous 
team of kitchen volunteers producing vast 
quantities of delicious food, as well as a 
wonderful group of assistant leaders who 
served cheerfully all week, despite having a 
packed schedule of jobs fitted around their 
own Bible teaching programme. 

The mission statement of the camp is to 
serve local churches by teaching their 11-14 
year olds the good news about Jesus in a 
fun packed week. By God’s grace it felt like 
mission accomplished as the week ended 
and we all went home. 

Please pray for next year as the Quinta 
and Ashville camps merge and move to 
Quinta. And let’s keep praying for the main 
event: the week-in week-out work of local 
churches seeking to disciple 11-14s as 
followers of Jesus. 

Mark – Quinta Overall Leader
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What do axe throwing, a silent disco and 
an inflatable water obstacle course have to 
do with the gospel? Well, at a first glance, 
not much, but they are all examples of the 
good gifts given us to enjoy by a very kind 
Heavenly Father! 

I am youth worker at a small church and 
was looking for a camp for our small 
number of 14-18 year olds when I heard 
about the Vibe. Coming out of covid 
they were more withdrawn and socially 
awkward and, I think, weary spiritually. 
Having a week away with them in the 
beautiful grounds of a private school with 
a programme full of teaching, seminars, 
activity and free time to rest was a real 
tonic for all of us, myself included!

The teaching programme was rigorous, 
journeying though Romans, with 
seminars covering topics as in depth as 
predestination and as varied as how to 
respond to the bible creatively, with bible 
studies each day in dorms to get to grips 
with and apply the bible. 

Harder to measure are the moments 
throughout the week where young people 
get the time to hang out together, get 
to know each other, find out the things 

they have in common, the ways they are 
different and learn what it looks like for 
other people to live for Jesus. 

Having leaders and assistant leaders 
running different activities and leading the 
dorms helps to guide them but at this age 
most of the young people are taking their 
faith on as their own and working out what 
it looks like to have faith in a world that can 
be apathetic or even hostile. 

I’ve heard this process of learning to ‘own 
faith’ described as unpacking a rucksack 
that Christian kids have been carrying 
since childhood, one that was packed for 
them with everything parents and leaders 
thought they needed. As teenagers they 
want to see what is in there and work out 
why it is there, to perhaps repack it and to 
carry what they want forward, maybe even 
taking out what doesn’t fit or seem right. 
Having time away from family and from 
church gives space to do this without older 
Christians panicking they are losing their 
faith.

All of this thinking and learning and 
growing was in the middle of some brilliant 
activities, including the axe throwing, 
silent disco and obstacle course. Sports 
were played, water slides were slid down, 
crafts were created and the week finished 
with an amazing movie awards themed 
evening with huge amounts of laughter and 
enjoyment of mini-movies we had made. 
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Please 

PRAY 
for the work of  
Sound Holidays

Please 

SEND 
young people on  
Sound Holidays

Please 

SEND 
leaders on  

Sound Holidays

Please 

GIVE 
to the  

bursary scheme
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Leaving the Vibe ‘my’ young people were 
physically tired but spiritually encouraged; 
they had seen the goodness of Jesus 
and the gospel in fresh ways and built 
friendships with peers, which encouraged 
them that they are not alone on this path of 
wanting to live in a way that honours God. 
Where do we sign up for next year?

Sian - Vibe Leader
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Around 8 years ago I started two years of the NWP training 
course. Those two years of training alongside working as a 
trainee at Church by the Bay were hugely formative. They 
exposed me to the joy of delving deeper into Scripture through 
a Bible overview, and an in-depth study of Romans with Justin 
Mote. Doctrine classes opened my eyes to the beauty and richness of 
an orthodox doctrine of God and of Christ. Preaching groups gave me a chance 
to initially dip my toe into the experience of writing and delivering a talk as well as 
giving and receiving feedback. Spending time chatting with and getting to know 
others who were often (but not always) going through similar training programs at 
other churches was really enjoyable.  

After finishing at Church by the Bay, I moved back to Northern Ireland where I 
met my wife Romy and took a year out of full-time ministry before jumping back in 
to work for All Saints Church in Belfast with youth and students. Currently I’m an 
Anglican ordinand completing a fourth year of study at Oak Hill College before, 
Lord willing, I begin a curacy somewhere in the Church of England. 

The principles I learned initially through the NWP course and time in Morecambe 
have stayed with me in all the word ministry opportunities I’ve had since. The 
experience has built in me a passion to see gospel workers trained and sent out 
into the harvest field. 

Please pray that as I continue to experience the privilege of learning more about 
God this year that I may have power to know the love of Christ which surpasses 
knowledge (Eph. 3:14-18). W
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? Ryan Scott

Saturday March 18th 2023 
10-4pm

 
St Andrews Leyland

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH LEADERS  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023

LIVING IN GOD’S WORLD
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This October, I am stepping down as 
the Director of the North West Gospel 
Partnership to become vicar of St Andrew’s 
Cheadle Hulme. It has been a great joy 
and privilege to be involved with NWGP 
over these last 4 years and in particular 
to play a part in helping to train others 
for gospel ministry. I am going back into 
pastoral ministry because for my wife Diane 
and myself, local church life and ministry 
is our first love, however I will greatly miss 
being director of training and will remain 
a committed and active member of the 
Partnership. I’ve been asked to write some 
reflections on Gospel Partnership as I step 
down and I do so under three headings: 
“Joyful, messy and vital”.

context, with different views on certain 
aspects of church life and organisation, but 
having a real bond and unity in Christ, his 
Word and the gospel.

JOYFUL, MESSY & VITAL
Reflections on Gospel Partnership

Joyful
A passage I have often turned to over 
these last few years is Philippians 1.

“In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now”.

Paul’s heart was thrilled and encouraged 
by this church’s partnership with him in the 
gospel. Joy is simply a natural by-product 
of gospel partnership. I have experienced 
something of this.  It has been wonderful 
to share fellowship with other Christians 
from all over our region in lots of different 
local churches and to see so many different 
churches seeking to serve Christ faithfully 
and reach out to their community with 
the gospel. Churches that vary in size and 

Messy
Gospel partnership is messy! We unite 
around a shared doctrinal basis but we 
are not a denomination and we do have 
differences. We live in a busy world with 
busy lives and many demands on our 
time and our commitment, including 
in church life. We have other networks, 
denominations and organisations that we 
belong to, are involved in and give time 
and energy to.

There is and ought to be a gospel 
unity shaping our Partnership but not a 
uniformity. In fact, our diversity is part 
of what makes NWGP so rich. There is a 
temptation for those who take God’s Word 
seriously and are committed to gospel 
truth to become increasingly narrow, to 
develop a ‘them’ and ‘us’ attitude whereby 
in our commitment to biblical truth, we 
set the bar ever higher as to who is really 
‘sound’. It is messy to have to engage with 
and fellowship with others with whom we 
may not share complete agreement on 
all matters, some of which we hold very 
dearly…but I do think it is good for us to 
do so. It is good to be reminded that I am 
not the sole possessor of all truth, that there 
are other Christians who love Jesus and are 
committed to his Word but who do take 
different views on some secondary issues
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Vital
What is unique about NWGP is that it is the 
only bible-believing, gospel proclaiming 
network in the North West across all 
denominations and churches that seeks 
to partner together to reach the North 
West with the gospel. There is no single 
denomination or local church that can do 
this by itself. We need each other. I have 
become more convinced, not less of the 
necessity for gospel partnership over 
these last 4 years. There are something 
like 7 million people in our region, the 
vast majority of whom do not know Christ, 
we need to partner together to seek the 
spread of the gospel throughout the North 
West. The gospel is a gospel of grace, 
it expresses the kindness, graciousness 

Mark Pickles

and love of God towards sinners. It is 
intrinsically outward focussed and outward 
reaching.

It is sad when in our commitment to biblical 
truth we become isolationist. We need 
each other, we need to encourage one 
another and to continually think through 
how we can spur one another one in our 
following of Christ and in staying faithful to 
him. I need to be encouraged to ‘keep on 
keeping on’ and so do you – the joy and 
privilege of gospel partnership!

After the success of last year’s conference we are 
again returning to Wigan for one day only. We 
hope that this will enable greater continuity and 
encourage more people to attend.

Last year’s annual conference was on the theme 
of ‘Delighting in Christ’, this year, following a 
Trinitarian theme, we will be thinking about the 
person and ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The conference is for everyone in our local 
churches, please do come and bring others with 
you!

As always, it will good to meet together again in 
person, to make new friendships and renew old 
ones, rejoice in our partnership in the gospel, 
to sing God’s praise together and to hear God’s 
Word faithfully and warmly proclaimed.

For more details and to book please see the 
website:

northwestgospelpartnership.com/event/annual-conference

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023
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A whole-family event with parent-led crèche 
and youth programmes for 5-14 year olds

SPEAKER:  
Jeremy Mcquoid

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

IN THE

SATURDAY 21 JANUARY 2023
10AM - 4:30PM

THE EDGE, WIGAN (WN3 5AB)



16 partnering churches, nurturing growth

Contact us

Join in If you would like to support the NWGP and 
be kept up to date with the latest news 
and events, you can become a partner, as a 
church or an individual. For more information, 
please contact the office.

2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL  - 0151 703 1873
WEB - www.northwestgospelpartnership.com
EMAIL - info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER - NWPartnership
FACEBOOK - NorthWestPartnership


