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DEAR FRIENDS...
Visiting the elderly relatives is a stage in life 
isn’t it? There’s usually a list of ‘small’ jobs 
to do, some of which means completing 
tasks which you were not trusted with in a 
previous lifetime. 

This evening it was watering the garden, 
but still with the reminder to not get myself 
wet. You never stop being a child to your 
parents. At one point I asked about the 
identity of a particular flower, only to 
receive the mildly disgusted response, 
“tulips”. I suppose I deserved it. 

Anyway, the watering experience got me 
thinking about growing.

We often talk about a church that is (or is 
not) growing and we talk about growing 
as a Christian. If our much valued gospel 
partnership is to mean anything then it 
must be concerned with growing Christians 
and growing churches.  What does this 
mean and how does it happen?

I think that John chapter 14:23 helps us 
here …..Jesus says, ‘If anyone loves me, he 
will keep my commandments.’ 

Corporately and individually we must 
long to grow in our love for Jesus and we 
know this is happening when we grow in 
obedience to his word.

We grow in our love for Jesus when we 
search the scriptures to come face to face 
with the character of our God as we watch 
him at work in salvation history. As we know 
him more, we must long to obey him more, 
how can we not long to obey the loving 
commands of our loving and all-knowing 
God? 

As a Gospel Partnership we should 
continue to ask this question, ‘how do we 
help churches to help Christians to grow?’

The North West Gospel Partnership is a registered charity no. 1190430.  
Trustees: Paul Baxendale, Sarah Bradley, Tim Hanson, Alan Kellard, 

Maurice McCracken, Gerry Straker and Phil Wells.

Tim Hanson 
Chair of NWGP



4

190,000 people live in the Greater 
Manchester Borough of Bury. Greater 
Manchester has one of the lowest church 
attendances in the country, there is a great 
need for more churches to reach the lost. 
After ten years missionary work in South 
Africa, I have come back to the UK seeking 
to plant a church in Bury. I feel more of a 
missionary than ever.

In preparing to plant, I have initially been 
based at Christ Church Stockport, where I 
have been part of their pastoral team and 
found support and encouragement as I 
seek to pioneer a new church in Bury. I have 
also spent time getting to know the area 
of Bury. Wonderfully I have got to know 
several Christians and churches in Bury, 
several of them have expressed a gospel 
hearted desire to see a new church started 
to reach the east part of Bury Town. God 
has provided a house in the area and I have 
just moved. Under God I am seeking to 
gather a small team for a Bible study which 
I pray will grow into a church.

As I prepare to plant God has been 
teaching me a number of things. First, 
He has been teaching me the need to 
depend on God. I have been challenged by 
brothers and sisters in the area who have 
welcomed me, prayed for and with me. 
Making plans can often feel productive, 
but prayer is actually more fruitful. As we 
take time to depend on him and not on our 
activities.

I have been greatly encouraged by 
partnership, Christians in Bury have 
consistently offered me the hand of 
fellowship and long to partner with me 
to see a church established in the area. 
Further afield, Christians have been very 
generous in supporting this endeavour, I’m 
so grateful for those who have partnered 
with me.

I am planning hard, there always seems 
to be so much uncertainties, but I have 
been encouraged reflecting on God’s 
providence. What we do not know, 
God does, he rules over all things by 
his providence. I have taken comfort in 
God’s providential care for me. God has 
provided, not just for my support, but in 
many opportunities to get to know the 
community and people in the area. Some 
of those connections have been immensely 
encouraging, and often surprising. 
Preparing to plant is often watching God 
at work.

If you know people in the Bury area 
looking for a church, or keen to be part of 
a planting team please do get in touch. If 
you would like to pray for me and partner 
with me, you can get in touch through the 
website: northmanchesterplant.org.uk.

Ben Williamson

PREPARING TO PLANT

BURY, GREATER MANCHESTER



5

A LONG TIME IN THE MAKING
Cleator Moor — a small ex-mining town 
near the Cumbrian coast. A poor area 
with its fair share of social trouble, yet with 
pockets of wealth. Together with its sister 
village of Cleator, generations of families 
live locally, and a sense of community is 
strong (but it was better back in the day- as 
everyone says). 

It was during my ministry apprenticeship 
doing NWP in 2015/16 that God more 
thoroughly developed a drive to see gospel 
churches in more working class areas, and 
Cleator Moor was always on my mind. In 
November 2018 we began meeting as a 
bible study to explore the idea. Now we 
have a small, committed team, planning to 
launch on the 18th September as “Church 
on the Moor”.

GOD’S MISSION THROUGH THE 
LOCAL CHURCH
More social workers, jobs, money or free 
child-care isn’t what people truly need 
(although all these things would no doubt 
be helpful!). The most fundamental need 
for all of us is to repent, believe and know 
our creator. For this to happen here, it’s not 
just a ‘go in, preach, and leave’ kind of job. 
The Bible calls believers to make disciples 
who obey and love the Lord Jesus. Our 
vision is for people to respond to the 
gospel, then be discipled, supported, and 

loved through the Christ-centred local 
gathering we hope to foster. That with 
motherly affection, we would share the 
gospel and our very lives with them (1 
Thessalonians 2:7-8).

So ahead of us is a long, hard work. We’re 
all totally fresh to church planting, but as 
prayer has increased we have seen God 
working amongst us. All of us owe our 
spiritual growth to our sending church St. 
Johns, Hensingham. The Union learning 
Hub there has equipped me well for 
leadership too. 

Pray for us to keep getting on with 
the ground work- to develop deep 
relationships with locals that lead to many 
chances to talk about Jesus. (we have a list 
of dedicated pray-ers — get in touch if you 
want to join them, or if you’d like to hear 
more)

CLEATOR MOOR

Joe Pearson
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One of the Pastor-Theologians who has 
been most helpful and influential in my life 
and ministry is Jack Miller (C John Miller). 
He is perhaps, not as well known this 
side of the Atlantic as he is the US but his 
ministry impacted so many people with his 
profound grasp of the gospel of grace. A 
recent biography “Cheer Up: The Life and 
Ministry of Jack Miller” by Michael Graham 
provides an excellent introduction to Jack, 
his love for Christ, his great joy in the 
gospel and his heart for the lost

One of the things that he was well known 
for was his ‘Cheer Up!’ sayings, which 
Graham has used as chapter headings, 
such as “Cheer Up! God’s grace is far 
greater than you ever dared hope” “Cheer 
Up! You are far worse than you think”, 
“Cheer Up! God’s Spirit works in your 
weakness”. 

However, far more importantly and 
significantly than the ministry of Jack 
Miller, similar words are found on the lips 
of the Lord Jesus. At a time when there 
is much weariness, anxiety and stress, 
living and ministering in the shadow of 
Covid, lockdown, war and economic 
hardship, Jesus words to us are of such 
encouragement.

In Matthew 9:2 where Jesus heals the 
paralysed man, as the man is brought to 
Jesus, his first words to him are “Take heart 
my son, your sins are forgiven”

The word translated ‘take heart’ could be 
translated “take courage”, “be of good 

cheer” or even indeed “Cheer up!”

It is an exhortation from Jesus calling for 
a response of courage and trust, a call to 
lift our hearts up to him so that his truth 
speaks into our lives overcoming the noise 
and clamour of our anxieties and worries. 
But this is not a ‘pep talk’ from Jesus 
calling us to develop the power of positive 
thinking, every time he says these words, 
he gives a reason as to why we should take 
heart, be of good courage.

In Matthew 9:2 these words addressed to 
this poor paralysed man because his sins 
are forgiven. It is such a well known and 
simply truth, yet one that we as Christians 
need to rehearse and speak to our 
troubled consciences every day, “Cheer 
Up! Your sins are forgiven!” You live now 
in a fallen world in which your heavenly 
Father welcomes you unreservedly, loves 
you and watches over you day by day, 
as his beloved child your life is in his 
Sovereign hands.

The words appear again in Matthew’s 
gospel in chapter 14 when the disciples are 
in a boat in the midst of a storm and Jesus 
comes walking to them on the sea. At this 
they were terrified. “But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them saying, “Take heart it is I. 
Do not be afraid” (v27). Literally this reads 
“Take heart – I am, do not be afraid”

That is THE word to calm our troubled and 
anxious hearts, Jesus is here, he is present 
with us and he is “I Am”. While storms 
may rage about us, the presence of Jesus 

CHEER UP!
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who is God, sovereign over creation is the 
antidote to all our fears.

We hear these words again in John 16:33 
“In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart I have overcome the world”. 
As followers of Jesus in this present world 
we will know and experience tribulation of 
various kinds, he warns us to expect this 
and not be surprised by it, but also not to 
be fearful of it -why? Because Jesus has 
overcome the world and so we can take 
heart, be of good cheer, even in the face of 
tribulation.

In Acts 23 when Paul is under arrest and on 
trial, enduring great hostility (tribulation) 
and opposition, we read that that night 
the Lord came and stood by him and said 
“Take courage, for as you testified to the 
facts about me in Jerusalem so you must 
testify also in Rome” (v11). As his witness 
Paul would testify about Jesus in Jerusalem 

I was a student on the very first NWGP MTC, starting 2003.  There 
was a palpable sense of being in on the start of something new 
and good.  This occasional preacher, an untrained, self-taught 
amateur, was looking for a structured approach to understanding 
the Bible, and encouragement from like-minded people.  I received 
both in bucketloads.

I live in Warrington.  Together with one of the course tutors, we looked at a possible 
church plant in Warrington.  This proved to be the first of many false starts, but, 
particularly with encouragement from Justin Mote, this idea simply wouldn’t die.

After a couple of years, Justin asked me back to help out with MTC preaching 
groups, which I’ve done most years since then.  It’s been a huge privilege and 
encouragement to give something back and to be useful; to see people from a wide 
variety of backgrounds grow in their understanding of the Bible and in confidence in 
communicating the gospel.      

Now, almost twenty years on, I find myself in the launch team for Central Church 
Warrington.  We’re grateful to God for the many surrounding NWGP churches who’ve 
been actively partnering with us in so many ways. It’s been a long wait, but we trust 
God’s timing and provision for us, that the Lord Jesus will build his church here as the 
Holy Spirit gives life through the gospel.

Over coming months I’ll be leading some small group studies in Nehemiah.   
Now, I’d better dig out my MTC Bible overview notes on Ezra and Nehemiah...W
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and Rome, through opposition and 
tribulation, the gospel would be brought 
to the very heart of the Roman Empire. In 
his great compassion, the Lord Jesus came 
to Paul in the darkness and called him to 
be of good cheer, to cheer up, to take 
courage and to keep on keeping on, the 
Lord had it all in hand.

These are not words we speak to ourselves 
to try and summon up a courage we don’t 
have, but rather words the Lord Jesus 
speaks to us because he knows our fears 
and weaknesses. He loves us and he wants 
us live courageously and confidently in 
troubled times by looking to and listening 
to him, who has overcome the world.

Mark Pickles
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“I double loved it.” Abby, 5

As a busy family we jealously guard 
Saturday time off together, so it took some 
deliberating before we decided to give the 
annual conference a go as a whole family.  
It turned out to be a blessing to us all.

The bible teaching, as anticipated was 
excellent.  The speaker Ray Ortlund was 
profound and personable. He spoke to 
the heart about the Jesus he knows and 
loves.  It was great to have long talks to 
get absorbed in, remembering that Jesus 
doesn’t get tired of me, and I won’t defeat 
the saviour of the world with my sin.

Our kids thought it was brilliant, especially 
coming together with lots of other children 
their ages.  “I liked when the man went 
in the time machine and dressed up as 
different characters,” says Abby.  Our 
boys liked the funny professor who knew 
everything and who set them tests.  “I 
loved the fun games and particularly the 
bomb detective game!  Tick, tick, BOOM!” 
George, 7.  The leaders were brilliant with 
the kids, we appreciate all the energy and 
effort that went into the teaching for them.  
It was lovely the kids got a good amount 
of time in their groups, such that we got 
the morning coffee time to catch up with 
friends from around the region.

It was great coming together with many 
from different churches. hearing what’s 

going on in other parts of the region and 
being reminded we’re not alone as we try 
to reach out with the gospel.  We took a 
small group from our church too and it 
was great for all of us to have sessions we 
weren’t involved in organising and leading!  
Being relatively new at our church, having 
extra time with those who joined us, and 
chances to discuss the teaching, allowed 
our relationships to deepen.

We found it great to sing in a large 
congregation, with a big band.  Same with 
the kids, “there were some good songs, I 
enjoyed them.” Joshua, 8.  On our drive 
home the kids talked about the armour of 
God, and we shared what we’d been struck 
by from our sessions too. Well worth the 
time investment!

ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE

Katrina Lee
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Being with Christians beyond my own 
church is so encouraging. I want that for 
my young children too. At 5 & 7, they’re 
too little to be sent on residentials but I 
want them to hear God’s word taught in a 
way that’s different to what they’re used to, 
go a bit crazy and see that they are part of 
something so much bigger than St Simons. 
And if I can learn about Jesus at the same 
time too and return refreshed and ready 
for a bit more parenting... now we’re onto 
something.

Before we came to the conference, I 
wondered if they’d struggle with all 
the new faces but they were welcomed 
and (delight of delights!) were happily 
occupied right through the coffee breaks. 
I could give myself fully to listening to 
the excellent talks, chat in the breaks and 
loved taking them for coffee at lunch. (Our 
two year old was at home with her Nana.) 

In the car home, Josh chirped up from 
the back ‘When’s the next one?’ ‘Not for 
a year.’ ‘Ohhhhh!’ Micah said he’d loved 
singing the songs and doing the actions. 

Annie Liggins

Armed with his new enthusiasm, we’ve 
been doing actions together as we sing at 
church. Yorkshire Camps, we’re so grateful 
for your hard work that day! It struck me as 
a particularly good opportunity for families 
with one Christian parent.

And there was a spiritual treat for me too, 
the chance to hear about God’s work in the 
North West, to pray, sing and hear God’s 
word – and not be in charge or responsible 
in any way for what was going on - was a 
massive encouragement and real rest. I 
loved being encouraged to delight in our 
Lord Jesus, with applications to church life 
woven through and solid reminders of the 
heart of Christ towards us. It left me with 
lots to enjoy mulling over (I’m appreciating 
the YouTube recordings) and plenty of 
worship gave time for it to sink in on the 
day too. Thank you to all involved.
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This year the NWGP provided kids work 
for the first time. We were grateful for the 
opportunity for our kids to meet other 
Christians and made sure to come along. 

To our 6 year old daughter, the word 
“conference” means her pastor Daddy 
going off on holiday alone. So she was very 
excited. She even told her confused school 
friends she was going to a conference. We 
were a little concerned it might be a let 
down! 

We needn’t have worried. Yorkshire Camps 
provided an exciting program. Even a few 
months on, she remembers the “real time 
machine”. How Yorkshire Camps secured 
this technology I don’t know. But our 
daughter will remember meeting Peter and 
the lessons she learnt for a long time.

The kids also enjoyed grabbing books 
from the 10ofthose book stall. Our 3 year 
old son was in creche and was well looked 

Tim Wilson

after by leaders. He was very excited 
about his book on Bible animals. The 
long-suffering leaders read about twenty of 
these stories throughout the afternoon.

All this freed us up to be able to sit and 
listen to God’s Word together. Ray Ortlund 
is the Christian you want to be when you’re 
older. Passionate, encouraging, Christ-
exalting. I’m sure many others will have 
spoke of the encouragements he gave. But 
we can add that it was a very encouraging 
time.

Thanks so much for including kids in the 
conference. We look forward to coming 
along next year and hope some of you 
reading might come along too.



12

In the fortnight leading up to Easter we ran 
a series of events as part of Life Mission ‘22 
at St Philemon’s, Toxteth. We had lots of 
fun, God was kind to us in so many ways, 
and we learnt plenty of lessons along the 
way!

We prepared for this ‘mission fortnight’ 
through our Life Groups. These are our 
midweek gatherings where we invest in our 
friendships and listen to God by looking at 
the Bible together. During the spring term 
we made use of the evangelism training 
resources A Passion for Life produced. The 
older children in our church went through 
the same material in their youth groups. 
We found the training very encouraging 
but also a challenge – in particular, I think 
we were all quite struck at how scary (yet 
necessary!) it feels to include the reality 
of hell in our gospel presentations when 
a seeker is asking about what Christians 
believe!

Over the course of the fortnight, we ran 
a range of events. Our events included 
a Family Fun Afternoon, Nerf Wars, Mini 
Phillies Party, Sports Quiz, Caribbean Dine 
Out, Murder Mystery, and our range of 
Easter Weekend activities. We opted for 
two weeks rather than one just because we 
wanted to pace our energy levels and give 
some of our seeking friends an opportunity 
to come to two or even three events 
without cannibalising all of their week!

We found some events were easier than 
others to invite to. For example, the kids in 
our youth groups and their mates at school 

ST PHILEMONS, TOXTETH

were (perhaps rather scarily!) passionate 
about shooting each other with foam 
pellets and so Nerf Wars really took off. 
We had almost forty kids and more than 
half of them were new contacts through 
invites by our kids. It’s been a real blessing 
from God to mobilise our young people in 
evangelism last term!

We also found that our Murder Mystery 
was popular because it felt very accessible. 
We saw different nationalities as well as 
a good spread of ages take part. It was 
also one of the events which saw the most 
people come to off leafleting around the 
local area. I guess a three-course meal for 
a fiver just feels like a deal too good to 
pass up! (We’ve run this sort of event a few 
times now – so if any other church wants to 
have our scripts, please do just message 
and we’ll be so happy to pass whatever you 
want on!)

We want to do more thinking about how 
to make our Sports Quiz work better and, 
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Many of our partner churches have recently run events based on material 
produced by A Passion For Life. Gabriel Chiu of St Philemons, Toxteth and 
Darren Jones of Wiirral Gospel Partnership share their experiences.

about the format for our popular Family 
Fun Afternoon. But all in all – we’re praising 
God that believers have been encouraged 
in their evangelism and that there have 
been people connected to us as a church 
family who have, by God’s mercy, taken yet 
another step toward him.

Gabriel Chiu

WIRRAL GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP
The Wirral Gospel Partnership planned a 
week of mission activity with Glen Scrivener 
as our main speaker. It was scheduled 
to take place in the last week of March 
2020 and, like so much else, had to be 
postponed. The necessary reschedule to 
March 2022 meant that we coincided with 
the national A Passion For Life initiative. 
That meant there was a host of helpful 
training and publicity material being made 
available at just the right time.

Our week consisted of a number of daytime 
and evening events. During the day, many 
Wirral churches already have programmes 
of parent/child groups, coffee mornings, 
lunch clubs, etc. We put a schedule 

together that would enable Glen Scrivener 
to speak at as many of these as possible, 
reaching a wide range of people across the 
region. 

The evening events were the subject of 
most of our publicity. Using A Passion For 
Life’s overall theme of “LIFE” we asked 
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Darren Jones

Glen to speak on a Valued Life, a Rich Life, 
a Hard Life, a Better Life, and a Wonderful 
Life. Harnessing the power of God’s word 
and the effectiveness of story-telling, we 
also suggested five parables from Luke’s 
gospel to match the five evening subjects. 
Copies of Luke’s gospel were given as 
takeaways to every visitor and were a key 
part of each talk.

Four of the five evenings were primarily 
Glen preaching on the subjects given. The 
other evening included Glen interviewing 
Wirral businessman Mark Mitchell. Mark’s 
car dealership is well known and respected 
across the region, and it was that evening 
that attracted the largest audience.

On the final day of the mission, we asked 
Glen to lead a discussion with church 
leaders on developing a culture of mission 
and evangelism in our local churches. It was 
a good opportunity to review the week’s 
activities while still very fresh in our minds; 
it also enabled us to feed key observations 
into our churches and future partnership 
events. 

We praise God for individuals who became 
Christians at the events, and for others 
who were brought back to the Lord having 
slipped away. We were also encouraged 
that simply holding a mission week 
prompted many people to re-assess their 
own personal witness and evangelism, and 
it’s our hope that there will continue to be 
ongoing fruit.

If you’d like to watch the evening talks, 
they’re available on www.wgp.life
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Bethel Evangelical Church is part of the 
FIEC and is set in Bolton’s town centre in 
the north of England. 

The church was founded in the 1930s 
through a revival campaign by the Jeffrey’s 
brothers. Soon, a disused Methodist 
building was acquired. After a Compulsory 
Purchase Order in the late ‘80s, Bethel was 
provided a brand new, purpose-built church 
building, which opened in the early ‘90s.

Bethel has ebbed and flowed over the 
decades, as many churches do. When I 
arrived in March 2020 (just three weeks 
before the first covid shutdown!), we were 
on a low ebb, with approx. 10-20 people 
on any given Sunday. However, the Lord 
has not just sustained the work but has 
abundantly blessed us over these past 
two years, increasing our number and the 
diversity of the church.

We now see 50-60 people each week, with 
the congregation including people from 
the UK, Iran, Myanmar, Afghanistan, and 
elsewhere. However, because we’re a small 
fellowship, it’s easy to get to know each 
other and fit in.

As an inner-city church surrounded by 
deprived communities, Bethel faces many 
challenges, but we’re finding that these 
challenges bring many opportunities to 
share the gospel. Yes, the workers are few – 
undoubtedly a common problem for many 
churches, but we’re encouraged to bring 
all things to God in prayer and to seek and 

trust him with the work, which is ultimately 
his.

The prime emphasis within the church is 
faithful biblical preaching and encouraging 
the church’s people to be a people 
together. While this may be harder in such 
a diverse church, it’s also more joyous.

For instance, one of our Iranians, who has 
been with us for over two years, was asked, 
‘what difference does being a Christian 
make to you?’ They answered, “When I was 
in Iran, I had everything, but my soul was in 
prison. Now I am in the UK, I have nothing, 
but my soul is free.” I think that’s the most 
remarkable (and shortest) testimony I’ve 
ever heard!

There is much to learn when leading a 
church like Bethel. Of course, the needs 
and expectations of those to whom we 
minister are more significant and complex 
than one might expect, but with the hard 
work comes great satisfaction in serving 
Jesus and his people.

Do pray for us. Particularly for:

1.	 the need to strengthen the leadership

2.	 to deepen the community of believers

3.	 to find the resources / manpower to 
reach those in our area 
for the gospel

Gordon Hall

Partner Profile
BETHEL CHURCH BOLTON
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in a broken world. 
Finally, play the 
theme not the detail. 
A great reminder, 
that although the 
main point does not 
change in a passage, 
the amount of detail 
we choose to bring 
out can.

Matt ended the main session with a 
worked example of Genesis 34. Seeing the 
principles put into practice warmed our 
hearts as we ultimately saw Christ exalted 
through a particularly hard passage.

The rest of the day clearly built on the 
foundation Matt had laid in the morning 
with more practical applications. The quick-
fire Ted talks provided some really useful 
tips for handling different types of hard 
passages. The discussion groups were a 
great joy to be able to hear each other’s 
situations, and to encourage each other 
that it is Jesus who changes hearts. The 
closing Q+A was also full of interesting 
nuggets for us to chew over on the drive 
home!

I’m grateful for those that put on the day 
and enabled many of us who teach the 
young people in our churches to gather 
together to be equipped and encouraged.

Many of us who have had the privilege 
and responsibility of teaching the Bible to 
young people in our churches have likely 
had a similar experience. As you look 
up the passage you’ve been given, your 
heart sinks. How am I going to teach that 
to the kids? Now while we may know that 
the Bible is God’s life-giving word (1 Peter 
1:23), it is also true that some parts of the 
Bible are harder than others. It could be for 
a number of reasons, complexity, lack of 
familiarity, or the uncomfortable topic.

It was great therefore, that on 19th 
March, the focus of NWGP Youth Workers 
conference was - how can we teach the 
hard bits of the Bible to our young people? 
It was wonderful to gather with many others 
across the region faithfully seeking to teach 
all of God’s word to our kids.

In the main session, Matt Waldock 
encouraged us that we need to teach 
the hard bits of the Bible. Our kids are 
constantly being taught by the world, and 
so the topics we avoid, the world will teach. 
So, Matt helpfully outlined 3 principles for 
tackling hard passages.

First, teach everything. A reminder that 
all Scripture is breathed out by God (2 
Timothy 3:16) and that the Bible’s pattern 
is that hard, even graphic, pictures such 
as the Passover, were taught to children. 
Secondly, Jesus makes passages safe. 
When we locate a particular passage in its 
full Bible context, fulfilled and transformed 
by Jesus, they ultimately show us him. His 
love and restoration for broken stories 

Tom Day

BIBLE
It’s not for Kids!

CHILDREN’S & 
YOUTH LEADERS 
CONFERENCE 
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Gospel-hearted training,  
wherever you need it.

The North West Gospel Partnership hosts Union’s Liverpool 
Learning Community.

Graduate Diploma (GDip) in Theology
•	 Robust theological education

•	 Geographically and financially accessible

•	 All teaching delivered by UST Faculty as  
videos or live lectures

•	 Part-time over 2 years, with 1 day a week  
at the Learning Community

•	 22 teachings weeks + revision and exam  
weeks per year

•	 Designed for people with a previous degree  
in another subject

•	 Validated by the Open University   

Email admissionenquiries@ust.ac.uk for more details. Apply at ust.ac.uk/apply  

It’s been over 12 years since I had the joy of attending two years 
of the NWP Ministry Training Course and so many of the lessons 
I learned back then are still hugely helpful now as I come to the 
end of my first year as a Vicar.

I got going in my faith whilst at university and afterwards worked 
as a Ministry Trainee and then Student Worker at All Saints, Preston. 
During my time as a Ministry Trainee I studied at the course in Leyland. Being grounded 
in a really detailed Bible Overview and in-depth study of the book of Romans made me 
appreciate Jesus so much more and has helped me teach the Bible in lots of different 
contexts since. I also have fond memories of lunch-time football and Tesco Meal Deals.

After 5 years in Preston I studied as an Ordinand at Oak Hill in London, got married 
to Rachael, and came back up North as Curate of the Benefice of the Redeemer in 
Blackburn (two churches either side of Ewood Park).  Three years and two children later I 
had the privilege of being appointed the Vicar of the Benefice and I’m still trying to get 
used to the extra responsibility!  It is a great encouragement to be in partnership with so 
many gospel-centred churches in the region and to have such excellent fellowship and 
training opportunities so close. My prayer is that it won’t be long until the churches I 
serve are able to send people along to the training course and benefit as much as I did.W
H

ER
E 

A
RE

 T
H

EY
 N

O
W

? Chris Anderton
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Spring SOUND was huge such a success 
with over 60 young people and leaders in 
attendance. 

The evening started out with an energetic 
volleyball game, around the world table 
tennis and lots of chill and chat as young 
people caught up with old friends and 
made new ones. A scrumptious chicken 
wrap with wedges was then served and 
many of the young people and leaders 
went up for seconds. 

Having had our fill of chicken and cookies 
we were ushered into the main church for 
more fun and games, a time of worship 
and a talk. We were immediately launched 
into a mass rock paper scissors challenge 
where winners gained a conga line and 
went round the room looking for another 
challenger. It was a very close call with two 
very long conga lines at the end before a 
winner was declared. 

Then we all sat round in a large circle and 
played pass the parcel. Pass the parcel? You 
might ask? Yes! But not just any pass the 
parcel, I call it, extreme pass the parcel. 6 
parcels were going round at the same time 
and at the break in the music, 6 people 
would open a layer and find a challenge or 
game. 

We had donuts being eaten off strings, 
balloons being kept in the air, leaders being 
drawn by blindfolded young people and 
lots more! 

Sarah then encouraged us all with a talk 
from Psalm 100 reminding us of our 
wonderful God and how we can thank and 
praise him for who he is and all he has 
done for us. 

We were led in some beautiful worship 
songs too and were quite shocked when it 
was already time to head back across the 
M56. We didn’t leave however without an 
easter egg each, some which have not yet 
been eaten and one I have been informed 
that was eaten on the way home in the car.

It was a most enjoyable evening, and 
wonderful as a leader to see the young 
people we brought along, getting along, 
bonding and having fun with others. A 
much-needed evening after two years of 
online and socially distanced youth group 
meetings. We can honestly say we are all 
looking forward to the next one! 

SPRING SOUND

Charlotte Kirkham
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Sound Holidays is part of the Northwest Gospel Partnership in partnership with CPAS Ventures
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   Quinta: 23 - 30 July

Ashville: 1 - 7 August
For 11-14s

22

Adcote: 25 - 31 July
For 14-18s
2022

Time for our 14-18 year olds, 
meeting up with friends from 
the North West, having fun and 
hearing God’s Word.

July 8th, 7-9:30pm, St Andrews Leyland
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20 partnering churches, nurturing growth

Contact us

Join in If you would like to support the NWGP and 
be kept up to date with the latest news 
and events, you can become a partner, as a 
church or an individual. For more information, 
please contact the office.

2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL  - 0151 703 1873
WEB - www.northwestgospelpartnership.com
EMAIL - info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER - NWPartnership
FACEBOOK - NorthWestPartnership


