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DEAR FRIENDS...

Here’s an easy question as we open the 
latest NWGP newsletter ….  Why are we 
doing what we are doing ? Answer : For the 
glory and honour of Jesus Christ.

Of course, this is absolutely right, but let’s 
also remember that this is not only for us 
but for the generations to come. It is of 
crucial importance that we faithfully pass 
on the burning flame of the gospel torch to 
those who come next. 

We have much to be thankful for as we look 
back. 

I have recently come across an Islington 
booklet written many years ago by the 
then Bishop of Norwich, Maurice Wood. 
It is titled, ‘How Can I Know the Guidance 
of God?’ It’s very good. It’s one of a series 
of 12, if anyone has any of the others then 
please can I borrow.

When I was at school in Norwich as a very 
troublesome teenager we were invited 
each year to sing carols in the Bishop’s 
House, I met Maurice Wood but had no 
idea of who he was or what he was doing, I 
just liked the mince pies. I don’t remember 
listening to the short bible talk he gave 
each year. The fact is that he was a faithful 
servant of Christ seeking to pass on the 
gospel of grace to the next generation. 
Just like us. 

Many have faithfully gone before, for the 
glory and honour of Christ, not just for 
themselves but for us who came after. May 
many have reason to thank God for us in 
the years to come. 

The North West Gospel Partnership is a registered charity no. 1190430.  
Trustees: Paul Baxendale, Sarah Bradley, Alan Kellard, 

Maurice McCracken, Tim Hanson, Brian Elfick and Gerry Straker.

Tim Hanson 
Chair of NWGP
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In our shared work of proclaiming Christ 
to the glory of God in the North West, we 
are faced with two striking realities. First, 
we are faced with the reality that God 
has called us to go and do that which, 
ultimately, only God Himself can do (2 
Tim. 3.16). Second, we are encouraged 
that our God rejoices to grant our requests 
and petitions (Matt. 9.38; Luke 11.5-13). 
We’re faced with the impossibility of 
achieving the task set before us without 
divine intervention, and the sweet, glorious 
promise that God longs to intervene as we 
cry out to him. 

God has shown us that Spirit-enabled 
prayer truly is the engine-room of the 
church, and so we’d like to encourage 
you to pray for the needs of partnership 
churches. To help you do so, we’ve created 
a PrayerMate feed which will share the 

prayer requests of partnership churches to 
your smartphone.

We’d love you to submit prayer requests to 
help us lift one another’s needs up to our 
Heavenly Father who loves to give good 
gifts to those who ask (Luke 18.1-8). Do get 
in contact with Sara for more information.

We greatly appreciate your partnership, 
and pray this would be a helpful resource 
for us as individuals, as local churches and 
as a whole partnership to see the gospel 
proclaimed further and wider into the 
region through our union with the Lord 
Jesus.

PRAYER DIARY

James Doo

“Surely there’s no better time for us to gather together to proclaim Christ. Join 
with many Christians and churches across the country, and begin praying and 
planning for Easter 2022.” Rico Tice, Senior Minister, All Souls Langham Place

Join us and get mission ready at apassionforlife.org.uk

Thousands of Christians in hundreds of churches across the UK and Ireland are 
preparing for a focused month of mission leading up to Easter 2022. Will you join us?

A month of mission.
A lifetime of evangelism.
A passion for life.

“Surely there’s no better time for us to gather together to proclaim Christ. Join 
with many Christians and churches across the country, and begin praying and 
planning for Easter 2022.” Rico Tice, Senior Minister, All Souls Langham Place

Join us and get mission ready at apassionforlife.org.uk

Thousands of Christians in hundreds of churches across the UK and Ireland are 
preparing for a focused month of mission leading up to Easter 2022. Will you join us?

A month of mission.
A lifetime of evangelism.
A passion for life.
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Trinity Church Chester is a new church 
meeting in the centre of Chester seeking to 
reach the city with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. We have a small core team made 
up of a handful of people and our focus is 
on offering non-Christians the opportunity 
to consider the Christian faith. We started 
worship services in September 2021, 
meeting at 3pm in a barely used church 
building, and we’ve had twenty-or-so 
people attend each week. These are very 
early days for us, but we’re encouraged by 
the start.

Plans for Trinity Church Chester began 
a few years ago as a couple of friends in 
ministry met together to pray and explore 
the possibility of a church plant. At this 
point, we hadn’t pin-pointed a location. We 
asked questions such as, “Where is there 
a need for an evangelical church?” and 
“Where could we realistically, practically 
go?” Exploring answers to these questions 
led us to look into Chester as a place for a 
potential church plant.

We met with local church leaders to 
get their thoughts on the idea and their 
assessment of the work of the gospel 
in Chester on the whole. We met with 
representatives from the North West 

Gospel Partnership to get their take, 
and with the church planting committee 
of our denomination, the International 
Presbyterian Church. The overall feedback 
was very positive towards the idea, with 
several people telling us along the way that 
they too had identified Chester as a place 
in need of an evangelical church plant.

So, we started to make some tentative 
plans. We began raising finances and 
seeking a suitable venue for Sunday 
services. Soon, funding was pledged, 
and we had an agreement to use what is 
turning out to be an excellent building for 
our purposes. As well as this, two families 
had got in touch with us because they 
would soon be moving to Chester, and 
we are grateful to the Lord for these dear 
brothers and sisters.

We’re excited to be a part of the North 
West Gospel Partnership. We pray for other 
churches in the Partnership regularly, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to 
express our fellowship in the Lord in other 
ways too. 

Deinol Williams

Church Plant
TRINITY CHURCH CHESTER
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When Mark Pickles contacted Cedric at 
the beginning of the summer, none of 
us at Village Church realised what was 
about to happen! We were told that a few 
students from the Gospel Living, Ministry 
and Leadership course had offered to come 
over to the Isle of Man for the bank holiday 
weekend ‘to help us’ as part of a practical 
placement. Of course we were delighted, 
honoured, humbled by this and said yes, 
imagining a group of three or four people. 
In fact 12 people, including Mark, decided 
to come. This was now a challenge and a 
serious undertaking and we were frankly 
terrified!

There followed several months of meetings 
on Zoom with the team, trying to make 
a plan. It all started tentatively and Mark 
acted very gently to encourage ideas. As 
the weeks flew by, the impetus started to 
move to the Village Church team - lists 
were made, venues booked and equipment 
purchased. Because we are located in Port 
Erin, by the sea, we planned to do a two 
day beach mission. The visiting team had 
all the gifts for this and it was wonderful 
to receive offers to do activities like hair 
braiding, face painting, crafts, games, 
puppet shows, story telling, and much 
more. Others who came were gifted in 
talking to people, going door to door and 
distributing literature, as well as playing 
the guitar and singing. A large cardboard 

fish was among the items eventually 
brought over on the ferry, as were musical 
instruments and white boards!

In the last couple of weeks it became clear 
that this lovely team was on fire for the 
mission and were now taking the initiative 
in a gently determined and very loving way 
and putting us at ease. Then we met. Up 
until the ferry arrived we had only met the 
team on Zoom. And most of them had not 
met each other except on Zoom. But when 
we finally got together it was as if we had 
known each other forever. The weekend 
was wonderful. The beach activities went 
ahead in sunshine and warmth. A Chinese 
meal was arranged on the Saturday night 
to which Cedric, Karen and Sam invited 
sceptical friends and family. Mark gave a 
brilliant talk and there was much animated 
debate to follow. 

It was a stupendous weekend because the 
Lord was with us. We made new contacts 
and revived old ones. We were able to 
reach children and older people. On the 
Sunday afternoon we had our regular 
church gathering, now augmented by 12 
people, along with a family the team met 
on the beach and invited to come along. 
We sang spiritual songs, shared testimonies 
and Cedric spoke to us from God’s word. It 
was a joyous time. The family we met have 
come back and are inviting their friends.

Ministry Training Course
Mission Weekend
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As part of our 3rd year, we were invited to 
promote a small church in the Isle of Man, 
and our course director Mark shepherded 
us in this great adventure. 

My desire to do this trip stems from the 
fact that I was retired early on in lock down 
and needed something to replace the 
routine. As a Gideon member I had long 
been involved in distributing Bibles and 
scriptures, but this was an opportunity 
not to be missed. I armed myself with 45 
new testaments and had great pleasure in 
passing them to members of the crew on 
both outward and inwards journeys and a 
policeman on the island, plus shopkeepers 
and a chinese restauranteur, and of course 
at the two day  Beach Mission which was 
one of our principal activities. And I learnt 
I had a new skill, that of story telling, and 
was amazed to hold a group of youngsters 
captive as I retold the story of the Flood, 
both on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

We had leafletted quite extensively, giving 
details of the church’s meeting place 

etc, and it was with some trepidation we 
awaited the Sunday service to which so 
many had been invited. A small number 
of new faces came, but more importantly, 
the Village Church had over 400 Facebook 
hits following the weekend. God moves 
in a mysterious way indeed, and he has 
allowed the development of tremendously 
powerful technology, so with Zoom and 
social media, we had planned the trip and 
reached out to several  hundred people: 
with what ongoing results, only the Spirit 
will tell. It is He who will melt the hearts of 
stone, all we have been able to do is plant 
a seed.

If the chance arises again, I would 
recommend short term Mission to anyone, 
age no bar (I’m 72), I only wish I had given 
it a go years before.

Stuart Tabeart 

Karen Owen

Village Church, IOM, is trying, by God’s 
grace, to present the gospel simply, 
faithfully and accurately to those outside 
the church culture. It is, to be honest, hard 
and lonely work and progress is slow. We 
will keep going as long as the Lord grants 
us this privilege. There are no words really 
to sum up how we feel about the sacrificial, 
generous and wholehearted contribution 

made by the visiting team and the deep 
fellowship in Christ we shared with one 
another. We thank God all the time for 
everyone who came.

Mission Weekend
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After doing the 1st, 2nd and 3rd year 
courses provided by the NWGP we were 
offered an opportunity to go out to the Isle 
of Man to support a newly planted church 
‘The Village Church’ so that they could 
become more known to the community of 
Port Erin with the good news of the Gospel. 
Both myself and Amanda found this a really 
exciting idea, this would be our first mission 
together. We both prayed about this and 
felt God was putting this mission on both 
of our hearts.

We and the rest of the NWGP mission 
team, had a couple of zoom meetings 
with the Village church team, and we 
immediately felt their passion for the love 
of Jesus and the Gospel and how eager 
they were to grow their church. Dates were 
set for the August bank holiday, and so 
the planning for how the mission would 
work and how we could each use the gifts 
God has given us began. The day of our 
journey to the Isle of Man, was, for most of 
us the first time of meeting each other in 
person. It felt like God had already selected 
His team, there was a natural connection 
and we all wanted to work to grow God’s 

kingdom and the good news of His one 
and only son our saviour Jesus Christ. It felt 
amazing!

When we arrived at the Isle of Man, we 
shared a meal together with our hosts and 
prayed about the days ahead and that 
Jesus would be in amongst us, working 
with us over the 4 days. We met each 
morning for a morning devotion and to 
pray together before we split into groups, 
some headed down to the beach whilst 
others went out into the community to 
knock on doors and post leaflets. God was 
really at work over that weekend as the 
weather was brilliant and the community 
packed out the beach. 

Both Amanda and I thank God for this 
wonderful opportunity He gave us to 
support ‘The Village Church’ and give us 
just a glimpse of how great God’s kingdom 
will be when we are all  
united in Jesus.

Gary Pauls
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My first impressions, when the team 
arrived, were of a oneness, a working 
partnership and a feeling of having known 
them for ever. This was shared by the rest 
of the small home team.

We’d had many Zoom sessions for planning 
but meeting in the flesh was a joy. In those 
meetings, the visiting team had shown 
great humility in service, deferring to our 
opinions on how things should be done. 
With hindsight, we should have listened 
to them more! Nonetheless, the Lord was 
good to us with fine weather for the beach 
activities, arranging ‘chance’ meetings 
and giving an openness at the evangelistic 
invitation meal.

The team were an enthusiastic presence 
on the beach (two days) with multiple 
and sometimes simultaneous activities, 

conversations with passing adults and 
more. We had put up our gazebo on the 
promenade a few weeks before to test 
equipment and forewarn the locals of the 
main event - but what we did was tame 
compared with the team! 

One of the purposes was to make us better 
known as a local, orthodox and outgoing 
Christian group. Shortly after, I was having 
my hair cut with the usual chatter with 
the hairdresser. ‘What did you do at the 
weekend?’. When I explained about the 
beach activities she said ‘Oh, that was your 
lot, was it?’ - so some impression had been 
made.

Cedric Owen

I was in the first cohort of students in 2003, studied two years 
on the MTC and did a third year on the Pastoral Epistles. It was 
brilliant and life changing. 

Since then, I did four years at Oak Hill Theological College, a 
curacy in mid-Devon, served as an associate minister in Chadderton 
(pastoring a mostly Nigerian youth group) and currently at St. Mary’s 
Houghton Green, Denton. I have completed most of a PhD in historical and systematic 
theology. I now have the privilege of teaching on the MTC. 

None of this would have happened without the training course. Those early years 
learning biblical theology have been critical and a constant companion and I am 
glad to say at Oak Hill I only became more convinced of the material I learnt under 
Justin. I cannot begin to say how beneficial my time was and I am always aware that 
the teaching I received on the MTC has been the bed rock of all my later study and 
teaching – I still go back to the notes and tapes (yes – those things) today! 

I hope that I will be able to complete the PhD and go on to teach congregation 
members God’s word more deeply and continue to train people for ministry. My 
experience of ministry has been one horrendous battle after another constantly being 
called to steel oneself in Christ but I could not have done it without that grounding in 
biblical theology on the MTC and the doctrine I learnt at Oak Hill. We need it more than 
we can know, and I would not have missed it for the world.W
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“We’re right on the M6” is my usual reply 
when people ask where Burton and Holme 
are.  The two villages are just two miles 
apart, one either side of the motorway.  
Burton-in-Kendal (to use its full name 
although we’re not in Kendal) is the service 
station before Tebay as you head north.

It’s rural (a wonderful view of the Lake 
District fells from my front door; pop over 
Burton Fell behind us and you’re looking 
at the Yorkshire Dales) but within easy 
reach of Lancaster, Kendal, Preston and 
many other places.  That explains why 
each village has grown to 1,500 people – 
young families move here to bring up their 
children and older people don’t want to 
move away.

The vitality of this part of the M6 corridor 
in south Cumbria is also the challenge 
for ministry here.  There are good 
independent Bible-teaching churches 
within easy reach with ready-made youth 
and children’s groups.  But for effective 
evangelism in these villages you really 
need to be a church in these villages.  We 
have been here a long time (St James 
Burton since the 12th Century, Holy Trinity 
Holme since 1839), there are no other 
churches in our villages, but we weep 
over our weakness.  The opportunities 
are plentiful but the workers are few, and 
feeling their age and their arthritis.  

We rejoice that the Lord has given us 
mature Christians who love Jesus, love 
his Word and love his people.  We rejoice 

Partner Profile
HOLY TRINITY HOLME &  
ST JAMES BURTON

Graham Burrows

over the opportunities that come from 
being established churches with obvious 
buildings that make it easy for people with 
various needs to find their way to us.  We 
thank God that congregation members are 
deeply involved in the village communities 
as ambassadors for Christ.  We love the 
strong partnership that we have with the 
150-pupil church school in Burton where 
we present ‘Open the Book’, run a lunch-
time Bible club and are well-known to staff 
and many parents.

But we also plead with the Lord to help 
us to survive and thrive.  To survive the 
pressure from the diocese for larger 
groupings of churches with less full-time 
ministers.  To survive the seemingly 
impossible challenge of funding the 
ministry here and repairing these old 
buildings.  To thrive in declaring the 
Gospel to a new generation, making 
disciples, teaching them to put Jesus 
Christ at the centre of their lives and 
their families.  We keep asking the Lord 
to send people here to be examples of 
Christ-honouring young men, women and 
families, and some gifted in evangelism, 
or that he would otherwise miraculously 
produce fruit through us out of all 
proportion to the size and abilities of our 
small congregations.  

To God be the Glory.



11

HOLY TRINITY HOLME &  
ST JAMES BURTON

In 2018, I spent a year at Yorkshire Camps (which I would highly 
recommend). As part of this training, every Thursday the team 
and I would make our way over to Leyland for the first year of the 
MTC. Whether it was the wonders of God’s word being opened in 
the Bible Overview, the chance to get incredibly helpful feedback 
in teaching groups or the copious amounts of cake at lunchtime, 
Thursdays quickly became the highlight of my week. By God’s grace, 
I’ve continued to benefit from the course, both in my personal walk and in more public 
ministry. I even talked my parents and sister into doing the course.

On finishing my gap year, I moved to London to study Aeronautical Engineering 
at Imperial College. I am now in my 3rd year.  I‘ve been blessed by having many 
opportunities to share the good news at Imperial, largely as part of the Christian Union. 
It’s been truly awesome to see God at work both on campus and online, reaching 
people from over 80 countries represented at Imperial. We would greatly appreciate 
your prayers for our mission week in February, as well as for our seeker Bible study 
going through Mark’s Gospel. 

Seldom does a week go by in which some aspect of the MTC is not leveraged. I’ve 
enjoyed putting the practical ministry training into practice in my local church context 
and the habit of finding ‘theme’ and ‘aim’ sentences of passages has revolutionised my 
quiet times. Whilst I am uncertain about what the Lord has in store for me in the future, 
I plan to undertake further formal Bible training at some point, perhaps NWGP year 2 
beckons…W
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The Cornerstone Collective was 
established in 2018 and is an expression 
of the partnership between 4 local 
churches who share the same theological 
convictions, philosophy of ministry and 
earnest desire to see the Liverpool City 
Region won for Jesus. 

Cornerstone Church Liverpool, 
Cornerstone Church Wirral, Liberti Church 
Lark Lane and Hope Church Kensington 
are autonomous churches who share a 
deep relational communion, and choose 
to partner together in various ways to 
advance the mission of God across the 
region we love. 

The Liverpool City Region has around 1.6 
million people living in it, with less than 2% 
currently attending evangelical churches, 
and many areas and community hubs with 
very little or even no gospel influence. The 
task is big but together we believe that 
we are stronger! Therefore, we make the 
commitment to work together to mutually 
strengthen each other and encourage the 
planting of new gospel communities and 
new churches. We are Biblically convinced 
that this is the most effective way to reach 
our region and the Cornerstone Collective 
provides the forum to share resources, 

experiences and expertise with this goal in 
mind.

All the churches in the Collective find their 
roots in the replanting story of Ramilies 
Road Chapel. 

Ramilies Road Church was planted in the 
early 1930s, through the prayers of two 
faithful men who wanted to see a Gospel 
witness in and around the Penny Lane area 
of Liverpool. In the early 1980s, students 
and young families that made up much 
of the church began to move away and 
become part of new churches that were 
being planted in the city. This coincided 
with a growing reluctance by some within 
Ramilies to change along with the culture 
and community around them. As a result, 
this saw a rapid decline in numbers, and 
by 2008 all the young families had left 
and a small core of only 15-20 people 
remained. This core was made up of 
faithful, Jesus-loving people and a small 
number of people that were blocking any 
change or movement forward. The church 
was in a situation where they (in their own 
words) ’were burying more than they were 
baptising’. This caused the three elders at 
the time; three humble, gospel men, to 
put into place a process to deal with the 

Partner Profile
CORNERSTONE COLLECTIVE
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CORNERSTONE COLLECTIVE

situation, and so they began to pray, speak 
with others and explore different options.

In November 2009, Steve 
and Sian Robinson and 
their kids, along with 
a team of 15 people 
from different churches 

partnered with the people 
at Ramilies Road Church to 

replant what is now known as Cornerstone 
Church. Since that time, we have seen 
lots of change and gospel growth. Many 
people have come to Christ and a number 
have come back to him. We average over 
200, including children, each week in our 
Sunday gatherings. 

In 2013 Cornerstone Church 
Liverpool sent Josh and 
Annie Walsh with a small 
team to plant Cornerstone 
Church Wirral, and since 
that time God has been so 
gracious in providing a church 
building in Bebington, with people coming 
to know Jesus, gospel communities (small 
missional groups) being started all over 
the peninsula and countless stories of His 
kindness and grace. 

In 2017 Neil & Elisabeth 
Forsythe took their gospel 
community and planted 
Liberti Church Lark Lane. 
An area of Liverpool close 

to Sefton Park that is a 
melting pot of culture and 

spiritual influence. During that time God 
has used this church to penetrate the 
community with the Gospel, with people 
coming to Jesus, relationships with key 
community members being established 
and a presence that is growing and 
influencing this community for the Lord. 

April 2021 saw the Launch of 
Hope Church Kensington. 
George and Kate Osborne 
from Woking moved 
to Liverpool to be part 

of the Cornerstone Collective Church 
Planter Residency in 2019. After his year 
of training, George gathered a team of 
people from Cornerstone Liverpool and 
with them moved into one of the most 
deprived areas in the country to reach 
the people there with the hope of Jesus. 
They have seen conversations, baptisms, 
overwhelming support and a big welcome 
from the people of Kensington. 

As well as church planting, 
the Collective is committed 
to church replanting and 
revitalisation and has 
walked with a number of 
churches over the years 
in this area. In October of 
this year the Collective entered into a 
Partnership with Orrell Park Baptist 
Church (a church in the north end of 
Liverpool) which will see Carl Robinson 
walk through the Church Planter Residency 
with a specific focus on church revitalisation 
and with a view to becoming a pastor at 
Orrell Park and to lead through a process 
of revitalisation. 

The connections experienced within the 
Collective are built upon theological, 
relational and missional communion 
which leads us into partnering together 
to develop leaders, to plant and revitalise 
churches and to share operational needs 
that release pastors and congregations to 
reach people for Jesus. 

We also see this communion as an 
opportunity to serve others within the 
region and beyond, so we offer coaching, 
training and support for those that need 
and want it. If you think we could be of 
assistance, please contact us here 

If you have any questions about the 
Collective, please get in touch with us, we 
would love to engage with you, encourage 
you and learn from you for the glory of 
Jesus. 
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I am thrilled that Ray Ortlund is going to be 
our speaker at our next Annual Conference, 
Saturday 22nd January. Our theme this 
year is “Delighting In Christ”. When we 
had decided on our theme, the first person 
who came to mind to speak on this was 
Ray. I have heard Ray speak a number of 
times and read some of his books. His great 
love for Christ and his people permeates 
his ministry. Ray has been the associate 
professor of Old Testament at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School, and pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Nashville, he is a council 
member of the Gospel Coalition and the 
President of Renewal Ministries. He is 
married to Jani and they have 4 children 
and 13 grandchildren. His great longing 
is to see more and more people renewed 
within by the gospel of Jesus.

For this January’s conference we are trying 
something new – we’ve decided to hold 
the conference on just one day (Saturday) 
instead of two days as previously. We hope 
that this will enable greater continuity and 
encourage more folk to attend. With this in 
mind, we have also booked a new venue 
“The Edge” in Wigan, which can cater for 
larger numbers. 

The conference is for everyone in our local 
churches, please do come and bring others 
with you!

There will be provision for a parent 
led crèche for 0-4 years. There will be 
volunteers on hand to provide activities 
and crafts for the more mobile children. For 
children 5-10 there will be full day sessions 
and for children 11-14 half day sessions, 
both run by staff from Yorkshire Camps. 
These sessions will take the format of one 
of their regularly run ‘day camps’. 

The conference is not part of Passion 4 Life, 
but what better preparation for a time of 
focused mission than to have our love for 
and joy in Christ refreshed and rekindled.

After nearly two difficult years of Covid 
and lockdown, it will be so good to meet 
together again in person, to make new 
friendships and renew old ones, rejoice in 
our partnership in the gospel, to sing God’s 
praise together and to hear God’s Word 
faithfully and warmly proclaimed.

For more details and to book please visit 
https://bit.ly/nwgp2022

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Mark Pickles

NORTH WEST GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

A whole-family event with parent-led crèche 
and youth programmes for 5-14 year olds

Saturday 22nd January
10am - 4.30pm
The Edge, Wigan (WN3 5AB)

SPEAKER: 
Ray Ortlund
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16 partnering churches, nurturing growth

Contact us

Join in If you would like to support the NWGP and 
be kept up to date with the latest news 
and events, you can become a partner, as a 
church or an individual. For more information, 
please contact the office.

2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL  - 0151 703 1873
WEB - www.northwestgospelpartnership.com
EMAIL - info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER - NWPartnership
FACEBOOK - NorthWestPartnership


