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week.

Praise God for a Year of
Amazing Residentials

3-8

Apri

l

Having spent several days (including a
Sunday) at their placement church the
delegates will return to give a debrief of
their experiences during the week.
There are two ways to get involved.
1. If you have people in your church families
who are considering full time paid ministry,
then please get them to consider being
delegates on the week.
2. If you would like your church to take a
delegate then please get in touch too.

For more information or to get in touch about attending
please contact Tim Wickham on tjwickham1986@googlemail.com

DEAR
FRIENDS...
New starts ! New beginnings! The autumn
term always seems to begin with so many
of these. Maybe in your church you’ve
relaunched the home groups or the
children’s work? All of us have probably
started new sermon series after our
obligatory summer series on the Psalms 
Then there’s new school terms, new
university terms and even new North West
Partnership courses with a new director.
However, when preaching on Acts chapter
3 a couple of weeks ago I was amazed
again by the greatest ‘new start’ that any
person can know and experience,
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that
your sins may be wiped out and times of
refreshing may come from the Lord.”
Acts 3:19
May we never cease to be astonished
at the truth of these words, not only
astonished but also motivated and
equipped to speak to others.
I am amazed that my sins have been
‘wiped out’ by the death of Jesus and I
love the relief and the refreshing that God
gives to those who repent and trust our
Saviour and Lord.

It is a wonderful
privilege to be
part of the North
West Partnership of
local churches and to know that in these
churches around our region, Sunday by
Sunday, this call to repentance is being
made and people are knowing the joy of
what Peter promises in this sermon to his
audience at Solomon’s Colonnade.
May the purpose of all, that we do
together, be to ensure that our churches
keep doing this and that more and more
churches are renewed and planted around
the North West which then join us in this
great Christ honouring task.
Please will you continue to pray for this
work and when we meet together at all
kinds of events, keep one another faithful
to the task.
One other very important matter to bring
to your attention…. A big thank you to
Suzanne Cowburn who is leaving the role
of NWP Treasurer after a number of years
hard work. It is so important that we
handle our finances responsibly and with
gospel vision, Suzanne has done that and
we thank God for her!

Tim Hanson
Chair of NWP

The North West Partnership is a registered charity no. 1104423.
Trustees: Robin Barfield, Paul Baxendale, Mark Cawson, Suzanne Cowburn,
Maurice McCracken, Tim Hanson, Brian Elfick, Ken Lippold and Gerry Straker.

3

WELCOME TO MARK
Dear Friends,
It is a great privilege to have been
appointed Director of the North West
Partnership. I am thankful for Justin’s
ministry and very conscious of all that the
Lord has done through the NWP over the
last 15 years under his leadership.
I am excited by the vision of the NWP: “to
glorify God by expanding gospel ministry
in the North West region and encouraging
Bible believing evangelicals to contend for
Biblical reformed Christianity within our
denominations”.
The urgent priority of the Church in this
and indeed any age is the proclamation
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. There are
7 million people in our region, many of
whom are living and dying without a saving
knowledge of the love and grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

not at liberty to change, add to or subtract
from it. Our partnership must be in the
apostolic gospel that has doctrinal content.
Our shared belief in and commitment to
the biblical gospel is the foundation of our
unity

Relational - Our ‘relational’ unity is just

as important as our ‘doctrinal’ unity, but it
is not always easy. Evangelicals by nature
are ‘conviction’ people. We hold fast to
truths because we believe them to be
truths that God has revealed to us, but
it is also a plain fact that on a variety of
‘secondary issues’ we disagree. Therefore,
we have to work hard at this relational unity,
investing time in getting to know, support
and care about one another. Paul’s delight
in the partnership that he shares with the
Philippians is astonishingly warm, “God is
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus” (Phil 1:8).

As I have begun this new role, I have been
drawn again and again to Paul’s letter
to the Philippians in which he rejoices
in the Philippians as he prays for them
because of their partnership with him
in the gospel. Our partnership is and
must be in the gospel. The more we are
committed to this great task of the spread
of the gospel the more we will value our
partnership together. The work of the
gospel is glorious, but it can also be costly,
challenging and bruising and Paul greatly
valued the encouragement and support of
the Philippians as they partnered with him.
(Phil 4:14)

Prayerful - That is, a shared commitment

What does authentic partnership in the
gospel look like?

Yours in Christ,

to prayer, for the spread of the gospel
and for one another. It is so easy to pay
lip-service to prayer, but the enormity of
the task that faces us ought to be one that
drives us to prayer. It is as we pray for the
advance of the gospel not just in our own
community but throughout the whole of
the North West, praying for one another
as brothers and sisters in Christ, that our
partnership finds its most profound unity.
I look forward to getting to know you and
to partnering with you in the work of the
gospel.
Mark

From Philippians 1, it must at least be
doctrinal, relational and prayerful:

Doctrinal - The gospel is God’s gospel not
ours. He has revealed it to us and we are
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Mark Pickles

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Previous Ministry Training Course Students share their stories.

Lily Chen
I am from China and
came to Lancaster to
finish my undergraduate
degree. I became a Christian in my first
year. After university, I worked as a ministry
trainee for two years for Moorlands Church.
I attended two years of the daytime
ministry training course (MTC). It has given
me a great help in my time as a trainee.
In particular, the morning section about
the Bible overview in the first year and the
clear biblical doctrine of different topics
in the second year were amazing. I am
grateful to God for shaping my thinking
through the different parts of the text that
we studied. It was helpful to see how the
different parts fit together in the whole
Bible context.
I am now in Shenzhen, China. Just as I
experienced ‘culture shock’ when I first
came to the UK, I will also go through
some form of ‘reverse culture shock’. It
has been really sad to leave behind our
church family in Lancaster, but I am already
preparing for the difficulties and challenges
I will face in China. In particular, it will be a
challenge to witness to family and friends.
Please pray that I’ll continue to build on
the skills I acquired over the last two years
to equip me for a lifetime of Godly ministry
and service to God’s kingdom.

Charlotte Kirkham
I finished the North West
Partnership (NWP) ministry
training course year 2 in the
summer of 2018 and have now moved to a
new church and job as a Young People and
Families Worker on the Wirral. The church
I am working for is called St Catherine’s
Tranmere, a small Anglican church in
Birkenhead. I have been in the job a month
and so far I have thoroughly enjoyed doing
the role, busy as it as been.
Before I was in ministry I was working in
the animal industry, and looking back I can
see how God has guided me in my life and
towards full time ministry. He provided me
with a post at my home church as ministry
trainee and now has provided me with full
time ministry work on the Wirral.
I am so thankful to God for how he has
guided me and made it clear what he
wanted me to do and where he wanted
me to go. Part of that has been training
me up over the past two years with the
NWP ministry training course. I am really
grateful for all the work the leaders put in
to helping us get to grips with God’s word.
Doing the course really helped prepare for
teaching children and young people and
also gave me some life long friends.
I feel God has really grown me, through my
experiences as a ministry trainee and doing
the NWP course, to be able to serve him
well on the Wirral and wherever he may
direct me next.
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TIM PETERS
MEMORIAL
FUND
Tim Peters was Pastor at Beechwood
Chapel on the Wirral when he died in 2015,
after having trained with us at Christ Church
Liverpool.
Tim was a whirlwind of ideas, energy and
commitment to the cause of the Gospel,
always laughing, full of fun while serious
about the right things. He used to remind
us to preach the Gospel to ourselves every
day and his military experience helped him
marshal a small group of faithful Christians
into action as he took a team from Christ
Church Liverpool to Beechwood Chapel.
Several friends moved there to help with
the ministry due to their trust in Tim’s
leadership, as well as his infectious love for
the Gospel.
Tim was diagnosed with a brain tumour
in December 2014, and after a year of
fighting it with all his strength, and warmly
commending Jesus in every way that he
could, he went to be with the Lord on 5th
December 2015 aged 26.
One of Tim’s great passions was training
people for Gospel work, so some of his
family and friends would like to set up a
fund to help people with the costs of this as
a fitting memorial to him.
The aim of the fund is to promote and
encourage training in all aspects of gospel
ministry, particularly for individuals and
churches that might otherwise struggle to
fund it.
It is not intended to be restricted to people
planning to enter full time ministry, but it
is for people who would love to be better
equipped to serve their churches and tell
their communities about Jesus.
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So far as individual giving is concerned,
we want this fund to be new money. By
that I mean that we don’t want you to
divert to this fund money you have already
committed to give in some other way as
part of your regular giving back to God.
We want this fund to represent money that
is given on top of regular giving, whether
it’s a one-off gift or a continuing gift over a
period.
The fund will be administered by North
West Partnership - this will save on
admin costs and also mean that Gift Aid
is available for any gifts. Grants will be
made by North West Partnership on the
recommendations of a small task group
consisting of Tim’s family members and
other connected individuals.
Tom Askew, an elder at Christ Church
Liverpool often tells us that he made his
decision to reduce his work hours and do
some theological training at Tim’s funeral.
He says “After having met with Tim one
to one when he was a student, it hit me
at his funeral how well spent his short life
had been, and I wanted to do everything
I could to make my own life count in the
same way.” Tom was able to fund his own
training; in memory of Tim we would love
to make the route to getting trained to
serve Jesus even more open to all different
types of people.
As we had read at Tim’s funeral; “Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the
Lord, because you know that
your labour is not in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

Maurice McCracken

If you want to contribute to this training fund,
please contact sara@northwestpartnership.com

A CHURCH REVIVED

News from St Martin’s, a revitalised church in Stockport.
Heaton where?
Located in the shadow of the Stockport
viaduct - one of the biggest brick structures
in the world, no less - and with Stockport’s
very own pyramid inside the parish; St
Martin’s Heaton Norris sits within both the
borough of Stockport and the diocese of
Manchester. Or on most people’s radar it’s near Decathlon!
This summer saw a new chapter begin in
the life of St Martin’s with a group of 40
adults and 8 children sent from Holy Trinity
Platt in Rusholme to join the small existing
congregation. After six months or so of
building relationships, the two groups
started meeting together as one church
family at the start of September. Whilst the
transition naturally presented a number of
challenges, the existing congregation have
welcomed the incoming group warmly,
and together we are beginning a journey
of growing in love for one another and for
Christ as we seek to make him known in the
area.
Our mission at St Martin’s is to re-connect
with the local community of Heaton Norris
and also be part of spreading the gospel
of Jesus Christ throughout Stockport and
South Manchester. This church revitalisation
initiative is an exciting new venture in the
Manchester Diocese and our hope is that
we might be part of a renewal movement
within the diocese.

In these early days of the revitalisation we
are full of hope and excitement about what
the Lord is doing amongst us. Whilst to
a passer-by St Martin’s Stockport is not
much to behold; with the eye of faith it is
wonderful to see the wisdom of God on
display as this small but diverse group of
people meet week by week celebrating
the death and resurrection of Jesus and
building our lives on him. We pray that the
Lord would build this church in line with his
firm promise to build his global church.
We warmly welcome anyone who would
like to join us in this adventure, and we wait
with eager expectation to experience the
work of the Lord both in us and through us.

Will Rubie
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full of fun and faithful Bible teaching

-

19
FOR 8-11’S
Smallwood: 28 - 31 May
Lancaster: 28 - 31 May

2019
FOR 14-18’S

FOR 11-14’S

-18

Ashville: 27 July - 3 August
Quinta: 23 - 28 July

27 July - 3 August

full of fun and faithful Bible teaching

-

www.soundholidays.org.uk
FOR 8-11’S

FOR 11-14’S

FOR 14-18’S

Sound Holidays is part of the Northwest Partnership in partnership with CPAS Ventures

NWP CHILDREN’S AND
YOUTH LEADERS ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2019

following the

K NG
Helping Youth and Children
walk in the path of Jesus
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SOUTH:

NORTH:

16th March 2019

23rd March 2019

10am-4pm
St John’s Church, Knutsford

10am-4pm
St John’s Church, Houghton

PRAISE GOD FOR A YEAR
OF AMAZING RESIDENTIALS
The vision that we have at the NWP to provide residentials for 8 – 18 year olds in our
region run by NWP churches is really exciting and bearing much fruit. We have much to
thank God for.
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The Buzz runs at May half term for 8-11
year olds in both Lancaster to cover the
north of the region and SmallWood Manor
to cover the south of the region. The two
camps work very much in partnership with
each other – running the same teaching
programme and training leaders together.
Across the 2 camps there were 110 children
taught from Luke 24 and seeing the
certainty of the empty tomb. Here’s what
some of them have to say:
Danni: I was telling my friend about The Buzz
earlier today. I told her all about sharing a
room with someone, about the campfire with
hot chocolate and marshmallows. The best
thing is getting to know new friends. At Buzz
you get to know loads more about Jesus
whilst having a lot of fun.
Daisy: The buzz was fun and cool. I got to
meet lots of new friends. I got to learn lots of
new things about God and Jesus that I didn’t
know before. It was all too good for me to
have a favourite thing, but I did enjoy doing
the choice activities.

It has been a delight to see children
building new and deepening friendships
while at the Buzz. Seeing them want to
move up to the next camp together with
some of them working hard to keep in
touch.

Quinta and Ashvillle run during the first
week of the summer holidays for 11-14
year olds. Again these camps work in
partnership with each other teaching
the same material and training leaders
together. Ashville covers the north of our
region while Quinta covers the South.
Relationships have been growing amongst
the teenagers and some have been forming
prayer triplets to support and encourage
each other.
I’ve been an AL on camp twice now and have
loved it! As well as the practical side, serving
meals and setting up rooms, ALs have their
own training programme so we’re better
equipped to lead young people in the future.
Leading a practice bible study designed
for young people was a great opportunity
to receive feedback and gain confidence.
Spending time with campers is another
highlight and you can learn so much from the
group leaders who work really hard to spur
the young people on and ensure they have
the best time. No two days are the same as
an AL and although the days can be long and
tiring we have our fair share of fun, getting
involved with activities such as singing round
the campfire!
Daisy Munn, Age 21
Ministry Trainee at
Moorlands Church, Lancaster
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Can Change’ material during the week,
served us tirelessly with their provision of
refreshments, games, furniture-lugging,
cheery smiles and so much more. And of
course a massive thank you to our Leaders,
who literally gave everything they had for
one week to make this such an amazing
week of fun and spiritual growth for our
amazing members.

2018
Our group of North West 14-18 year olds
had an all-fired week to remember as
they came a-rollin’ on over the plains to a
Wild West themed Vibe 2018. Set in the
sun-drenched plains of Adcote School for
Girls in Shrewsbury, members enjoyed
a whip cracking time of fun, friendships,
crazy games, sports, adventure, bakeoffs, evening ents, hunt the leader, wide
games and much more. And what Wild
West themed week wouldn’t be complete
without a trip to the West Midlands Safari
and Leisure Park?!
Alongside all this, we also delved into
the book of Daniel and learned about the
awesome God we serve and how we can
be bold, knowing He keeps his promises
to those who love him, just as he did with
Daniel. Members also dug deeper into
God’s word with seminar tracts such as
‘Gospel Basics’, ‘Issues Christians Face’ and
‘Knowing God’, which led to some great
chats over hot chocolate at Dorm Time.
As the week drew to a close, members
donned their best Cowboy hats and spurs
and had themselves a hog-killin’ time at the
last-night Rodeo Dance (ceilidh), complete
with feast, games and entertainment.
All of this was supported by our wonderful
Assistant Leaders, who, reflecting on
some wonderful Biblical Counselling ‘You

PRAY

for God to use this
ministry to grow
his Kingdom
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Whether you are a teenager, student or
potential leader, please join us next year
for more life-changing, awe-inspiring,
God-glorifying fun.

The ongoing work with teaching our young
people throughout the rest of the year
is supported by our NWP Sound events
which run once a term for 14-18 year olds.
They act as a fabulous reunion for the Vibe,
teaching the Bible and having fun games
and food.
To make all this happen takes a great deal
of hardwork and effort from many leaders
from across our North West Partnership.
It is a joy for us to serve God by providing
action packed, Bible filled holidays for
the children and young people across
our region. They serve local churches by
supporting the ongoing childrens’ and
youth ministry but going forward we need
your help...

ENCOURAGE
children and
young people to
come along

EQUIP

and encourage
leaders to come and
join our teams

THE SOUND OF SUMMER

Rob relives taking his church’s youth to Summer Sound this year
It was my first time to summer sound
taking a group of leaders and youth from
our church in Southport. We had a good
number join us and we were keen to see
what the evening had in store. We can
honestly say it was brilliant from start to
finish and all left having really enjoyed
themselves but also challenged from the
words spoken in the talk.
We had a warm welcome on arrival from
the Sound team and an opportunity to
chat with people from other churches/
youth groups over food and drink. Making
the most of the weather, we sat outside
and were then rounded up to join in with
some good competitive games between
the groups. If the young people didn’t
find their competitive side, the leaders
definitely did and it was soon clear to see
and hear that people were really enjoying
themselves. One of the favourite if not
funniest game was the stocking head ten
pin bowling (not sure on the proper name!).
Little did we know that most of the games,
which mainly involved building, linked in
with the talk later on.
After the games we gathered in the main
hall and were addressed by the Sound
team - they told us about themselves,

about what Sound represents and also
some upcoming Sound events/camps etc.
We then sang a couple of songs together,
which was awesome! To hear so many
young people singing together was so
encouraging. But it was also great to see so
many young people from different churches
gathering together under the Word. Sarah
taught from Matthew 7 speaking about the
wise and foolish builders. She challenged
us by asking us to reflect on whether we
will listen to the words of Jesus (wise man)
or reject them (foolish man), urging us to
build our life on Christ. And that’s what I
love about Sound, you know your youth
group or whoever you take, is not only
going to eat, have a good laugh, and meet
some new people, they’re also going to be
taught faithfully from God’s word in a way
that is Gospel centred, challenging and
engaging.
I am so thankful that Sound exists as I
believe it is so important that our younger
generation get together like this. It truly is
awesome.

Rob Johnson
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NEW PARTNER:
GRACE CHURCH, BARROW
“Barrow? It’s at the end of the longest
cul-de-sac in England!”
Barrow tends to get a bad press, but most
people here love their town: big enough
to count and small enough to care; strong
community spirit; the Southern Lakes on
your doorstep...
Yet as Cumbria’s second-largest urban area
at 70,000 people, the gospel needs are
striking. Indeed Barrow has been prayed
for since the earliest days of the NWP (and
before that I’m sure!), and in 2015 the FIEC
highlighted Barrow as one of their 50 ‘Go
Into’ cards, suggesting people pray a new
church would be planted here by 2020.
As it happened, in 2014 local evangelical
clergy had identified a part of town with
no church presence and the Bishop of
Carlisle created a Pioneer Curacy role with
a church-planting brief. This combination
of need and opportunity was hard to resist,
and so our family moved here in June 2015
- and we love the place!

Planting the Gospel

Much church-planting involves a local
‘mother-church’ sending out a core team,
but what happens when this isn’t possible?
Our first two years were about ‘bedding in’
and ‘planting the gospel’; we’ve sought to
build friendships, get the lie of the land,
and sow God’s word with believers and
unbelievers alike.
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In October 2017 we felt it was ‘now or
never’ to launch Grace Church Barrow;

a handful of people gathering around
God’s word on Sunday afternoons and
trying to live out missional community. It’s
been messy: some regulars were attending
other churches on Sunday mornings,
whereas others had never been part of a
church. Some people have professed faith,
others have moved churches. Ministry here
feels very fragile, but I’m sure we’d all say
that!

Could you move to Barrow?

For evangelistic reasons we’re moving
to Sunday mornings from October 2018,
but sadly that also means some regulars
will revert to their original churches. We
envisage being 6-8 adults on our first
Sunday morning, but we think it puts us
in a much stronger and clearer position
longer-term.
We’ve been blessed by partnership
with NWP churches across Cumbria &
Morecambe Bay: encouragement, prayer,
and the finances for a Ministry Intern.
Wonderfully, funding has also been made
available for my role to continue. But our
big prayer is for partners in the gospel at
Grace Church itself, helping establish the
ministry in this critical phase. Maybe you
could be a part of that with us?
gracechurchbarrow.co.uk
fb.com/gracechurchbarrow

Robin Ham

NEW PARTNER:
HOLY TRINITY PLATT CHURCH
Platt is placed in a pretty unique location
- we’re just near Manchester’s famous
Curry Mile, the universities corridor, major
hospitals, language schools, and routes
into the city centre and out to the suburbs.
It’s a multi-ethnic and ever-moving strip
of Manchester! We’re also aware that, in
God’s grace, Platt has a remarkable history.
There’s a long legacy of Bible-teaching
ministry. So we’re building on deep
foundations. Or trying to!
Our vision as a church is ‘Build the Base
to Reach the City’. ‘Build the Base’ means
we’re a church that welcomes, resources
and is committed to all of our different
groups: children, teens, families, students,
younger and older adults (single and
married). It’s this, along with our ethnic
and social diversity, that enriches our life
together. Given God’s blessings and what
he has taught us down the years, we are
aware of the responsibility that we have:
“from the one who has been entrusted
with much, much more will be asked”
(Luke 12:48).
‘Reach the City’ means that, at heart, we
want to be a generous, outward-looking
church. One of the most exciting things

for us has been seeing this become reality.
This summer, we sent 40 adults and 8
children to ‘revitalise’ a small existing
congregation at a church in the Heatons
in south Manchester. To say goodbye to
those from church family was really hard,
but to see new ministry flourishing is real
joy. Alongside this we want to support
others wherever we can - whether that’s our
own church family members in their various
spheres, or those looking to plant and
develop new congregations across diverse
parts of Manchester.
The North West Partnership has been a
blessing to us for many years. Many folk
from Platt, including our Ministry Trainees,
have been through the training course.
We’ve long enjoyed encouragement from
the NWP and we’re looking forward to
ongoing partnership in the future!

Steve James
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UNSTUCK:
A NINE-STEP
JOURNEY
TO CHANGE
THAT LASTS

Mark Pickles reviews Tim Lane’s book
Many of us as Christians, can find ourselves
struggling with ‘besetting sins’, that is, we
keep giving in to the same temptation in
a specific area of our life time after time.
The battle against besetting sin can be
particularly discouraging and demoralising
as we feel ourselves failing again and again.
It can seem as though we are ‘stuck’ with
no hope of ever seeing significant change
or growth in godliness in this area of our
lives. Tim Lane’s new book “Unstuck” has
been written to address just this issue.
It is a short, readable book that combines
both biblical principles and practical
application.
Some of the real strengths of the book are:
•
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It begins by reminding us of who we
are in Christ. Without an assurance of
his love and grace, our tendency is to
“hide, cover and blame-shift…it is so
important to instead begin the change
process in a place of confidence and
safety” (p17)

•

Not only that, but Lane keeps
reminding us of this throughout the
book

•

The 2nd step, entitled ‘Scavenger
Hunt’, is one of the most helpful, in
that it asks you to discern intentionally
signs of the Spirit’s present work in
your life and provides examples of
this. For those who are struggling with

besetting sin and the corresponding
tendency to despair, it is very
encouraging and a helpful corrective
to draw attention to the many signs of
God’s saving grace at work in your life
•

In examining our response to
circumstances and encouraging us to
look more deeply beneath the surface
of our behaviour, Lane continually
redirects to the gospel of grace “Don’t
lose heart…however much you dislike
what you see…if you are in Christ, then
God does not and will not reject you”
(p78)

There is a danger that because the book is
relatively short, it might be read quickly and
superficially. It may be most helpful to read
together with a spouse or a close friend to
allow time to discuss and walk through the
steps slowly and thoughtfully.
I commend the book warmly and look
forward to Tim Lane being with us at our
conference in January

Mark Pickles

WORDS

that
MATTER

NORTH WEST PARTNERSHIP

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

25-26 JANUARY 2019
With Guest Speakers

TIM LANE & MARK PICKLES

Contact us
2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL 0151 703 1873
WEB www.northwestpartnership.com
EMAIL info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER NWPartnership
FACEBOOK North West Partnership
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Join in
If you would like to support the NWP
and be kept up to date with the latest
news and events, you can become a
partner, as a church or an individual.
For more information, please contact
the office.

partnering churches, nurturing growth

