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What is the North West 
Ministry Training Course?
“Faith comes by hearing, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ” Romans 

10:17 When the Bible is taught God’s voice is heard. Teachers who ‘rightly handle’ the 

Word of truth are essential in today’s church. The training course exists because wherever 

the Bible is taught, we need people who can teach God’s Word in the power of the Spirit.

1st Year Daytime
Liverpool (Tuesday) 

& Leyland (Thursday)

Cost: £550

2nd Year Daytime
Leyland (Thursday)

Cost: £550

North West Partnership

@NWPartnership

1st Year Evening
Audley (Monday)

& Manchester (Tuesday) 

Cost: £330
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DEAR FRIENDS...
There are not many conversations that I 
have which don’t eventually turn to the 
subject of sport. There’s so much that is 
interesting and so much that is uncertain 
(I am sorry if you are one of those strange 
people who doesn’t like sport!).

However, the last couple of years have 
been a bit of a challenge; I have been 
working with someone who knows  
about and likes a sport that I don’t like  
and in which I have no interest -   
American Football.

This has presented me with a challenge;   
I have been forced to show an interest in 
something that, to me, is not interesting. 
I have been reminded of how selfish I am 
and how often my selfishness leads me to 
make conversation which is self-centred.

All this is very minor and very flippant 
but it does begin to reveal something 
about my heart;  too often my life revolves 
around me and I expect other people 
to understand this deep and profound 
universal truth - ha ha!

But here’s the most important point.... this 
attitude spoils my relationship with other 
people. It stops me understanding and 
seeking real partnership, it dictates my 
attitude and response to how people treat 
me, it stops me being patient with people 
and it stops me persevering with people 

when I think that they are being a pain. In 
short, it’s this attitude that makes me not 
much more than useless in the local church 
and in the relationships that I have with 
Christians in other places.

The North West Partnership Trustees have 
recently been discussing the question, 
‘What is the purpose of the North West 
Partnership?’

I don’t want to pre-empt any conclusions 
but here’s one suggestion from me (does 
that sound self-centred?!), The North 
West Partnership exists to keep me in 
partnership with other church leaders and 
other Christians, partnership that is an 
antidote to my selfish inclination to go it 
alone. I need you even when I think that I 
do not!

The North West Partnership is a registered charity no. 1104423.

Trustees: Robin Barfield, Paul Baxendale, Mark Cawson, Suzanne Cowburn, 
David Gibb, Tim Hanson, Brian Elfick, Ken Lippold and Gerry Straker.

Tim Hanson 
Chair of NWP
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Visit biblicalcounselling.org.uk for more 
information on BCUK’s conferences, courses 
and intern scheme.

Sally Orwin Lee

A couple of comments from students:

“I was expecting to be taught how to 
minister to other people – and I have, 
certainly. But it’s grown me tons as a 
Christian: learning to come to God and talk 
through happy/hard things with him in a 
way I’d never done before.” 

-- Alice Cornes,  
St Philemon’s Toxteth

“Doing the certificate course has helped 
me to really grow in relating to and 
speaking with Jesus in my everyday life 
and struggles. It seems such a simple thing 
but has had a deep impact on my Christian 
life. It’s also meant that I’ve been able to 
grow in helping others to do the same in 
their sin and suffering.”

-- Geraldine Freeman,  
St Andrew’s Ashton-on-Ribble

WHAT A YEAR!
Reflections and updates from Sally Orwin Lee on the  
Biblical Counselling Certificate Course and recent conference.

Local news from Ste Casey (Pastor, Speke Baptist Church)

“Preachers and bible study leaders grow in wisdom and skill to handle the word of God 
through training and supported experience. So too do those whom the Lord has gifted 
for one-another word ministry in their local churches. We have sensed a growing appetite 
amongst church leaders to see members equipped to bring the Word of God to the 
struggles, sins and sorrows of ordinary life.

Six churches in Liverpool have asked me to set time aside to offer training and feedback 
to develop a handful of people from their congregations who have shown a gift and a 
desire to grow in this kind of word ministry. As they grow in wisdom, walking well with 
others and applying Scripture to the situations of life, it is hoped this will encourage others 
to be busy ‘speaking the truth in love’ to one another.”

Talks now available from the 2017 conference ‘Counselling in the Local Church’ with 
information on the 2018 conference ‘Anger’: biblicalcounselling.org.uk/conferences

Biblical Counselling UK interns and mentors met together at the conference with news  
on how the scheme is helping them develop their biblical counselling 
ministries in their church families.  
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Ulverston is a small Cumbrian market town 
situated on the edge of the Lake District, 
approximately half a mile from the sea at 
Morecambe Bay. The town is well known as 
the birthplace of Stan Laurel, with the Hoad 
Monument (the lighthouse-type structure 
on a hill above the town) arguably its most 
distinctive landmark.

The church started as a Brethren assembly 
in 1945. It met in rented premises in the 
town before moving to its present building 
in 1959. The church has borne a faithful 
witness to the Lord Jesus Christ throughout 
the subsequent years and, at one time, 
boasted an active youth ministry. Many of 
those young people continue to serve the 
Lord in other parts of the country.

Bethany continues to honour its Brethren 
roots, although many of the Christians 
who currently attend come from a variety 
of church backgrounds. Since 1988 the 
Sunday gathering that most people attend 
has been a 10am family service.

Our association with the NWP began in 
September 2015 when another member, 
Barry Sanders, and myself began to attend 
the ministry training course in Kendal. 
We both found the training informative 
and practically helpful and now preach at 
Bethany on a regular basis.

Bethany does many things well. The church 
is known for its warmth of welcome and 
for the care that exists on the part of its 
members for one another. We also run a 

NEW PARTNER CHURCH
Bethany Christian Church was pleased to become a partner church within the 
North West Partnership (NWP) earlier this year.

long-standing toddler group on Tuesday 
morning and this has proved popular with 
many of the local mums (and dads).

We are, however, a church with an ageing 
membership and, in recent years, there 
has come the realisation of the need to 
attract younger families and so grow. 
Currently, we are prayerfully considering 
the appointment of a full-time, paid elder. 
And, at this year’s NWP Annual Conference, 
we were challenged with the need to have 
a clear vision for the church. It is fair to say 
that, although we are at an early stage with 
both processes, positive steps forward are 
being taken!

We would appreciate your ongoing prayers 
at what is and will be a crucial time for 
Bethany. It is our hope that our association 
will prove to be a fruitful one.

Chris Bantoft
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NWYW CONFERENCE
Knutsford - 18th March 2017

It was my first experience of a NWP Sound 
Training Day and I went along not only in 
my capacity as a Junior Church Leader but 
also as a parent.  The first thing that struck 
me about the day was how thoroughly 
useful it was for me in both these roles as 
we were encouraged to ‘engage with the 
worlds of youth and children’.  It can be 
rather depressing to spend time thinking 
about the culture our children and youth 
are growing up in today and my knee jerk 
reaction, like that of many others, has 
always been to try and ignore it, shelter 
my children from it, and hope that it goes 
away!  The challenge of the Conference 
was to face the reality head on and to 
engage with the worlds our children are 
in.  Mel Lacy, the speaker for the 2 main 
sessions, challenged us to recognise 
the lies and sin of our culture as well as 
acknowledging what is good so that we can 
help our children to grow up in the world 
seeking to process everything through the 
lens of God’s Word.

I was particularly challenged to hear that 
for many children the Bible is not sticking in 
their hearts and minds because we’re not 
engaging enough with their world which 
results in us not illustrating or applying 
Scripture very well for them.  I came away 
from the day feeling very motivated about 
changes I need to make both as a parent 
and as a Junior Church Leader.  I feel better 
equipped to face youth culture head-on 
knowing that God’s Word provides us with 

the answer to everything our 
children are facing.

There was also an 
excellent choice of 
seminars and pick ’n’ 
mix sessions in the 
afternoon, looking at 
some of the worlds 
that youth and children 
inhabit, e.g. school, 
Internet, gender, film and 
music, and enabling us to 
think practically through issues 
children and youth might be 
facing.  I wanted to go to all of them (!) 
but chose the seminar on the gender issue.  
The pick and mix sessions gave a good 
opportunity to ask questions, hear from 
those with lots of experience and also from 
young people themselves.

Huge thanks to all those involved in 
putting on the day, particularly Mel Lacy 
and St. John’s, Knutsford, for hosting the 
day.  It was an extremely valuable use of a 
precious Saturday and I would encourage 
youth and children’s leaders and parents 
alike to come along to future days; the day 
certainly made a big impact on my thinking 
and attitude.

Becca Nash
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Dropping eggs that have been 
cocooned in balloons and 
paper from a balcony, or 
playing volleyball with an 
egg and a bed sheet is one 
way to spend your Friday 
night. This is how I spent 
mine on the 31st March. 
Why? Well I got a free  
Easter egg. 

I was also able to spend time 
with other 14-18 year olds from 

across the North West and hear 
about the true meaning of Easter. 

This whole egg-stravaganza was part of an 
event called Sound. It was a chance for me 
to get to know other Christians my age, 
to be encouraged and challenged whilst 
having egg-cellent fun. Part of the evening 
involved listening to a talk about goats (yep 
really) and these goats show us what Jesus 
did for us when he died on the cross. I was 
reminded of just how sinful I am and how 
egg-straordinary Jesus is in taking all of 
that away so that I can have a relationship 
with God. So that I can be saved. 

Sound has been something I have so 
benefitted from through my teenage years. 

Christian friends my age have been a big 
part of helping me to keep on living for 
Jesus and so this was a time where I could 
meet up with friends from camp and make 
new ones. It has also been a time where I 
could see that there were other Christians 
my age and that I wasn’t alone. 

If you know of any teenagers (Christian or 
non Christian) then definitely urge them to 
go. Or if you are 14-18 then get yourself to 
Summer Sound (30th June). I’d love to see 
you there. 

Katie Mote

EASTER SOUND
Preston - 31st March 2017
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Previous Ministry Training Course Students share their stories

For the past 18 months, I’ve 
had the huge joy and privilege of 
being Justin’s ‘Training Assistant’ for 
the NWP, particularly helping out with the 
various training courses (this year, daytime 
courses in Leyland and Liverpool, and 
evening courses in Leyland and Carlisle) 
and mentoring the Union School of 
Theology GDip course.

As ever, preaching groups have been a 
highlight as we’ve sought to learn together 
how to handle God’s word rightly; we’ve 
wrestled with 1 Thessalonians, Luke, Amos, 
Exodus and Nehemiah to see how all of 
the Scriptures pull together in Christ and 
what it means for us to be in Him! I’m 
very thankful to all the course students 
who have put such time and effort in; I’ve 
learned a lot from them. Other highlights 
have included seeing something of the 
ministry networking that goes on across 
the NWP; the opportunities to spend time 
with and ask questions of wise and godly 
people; and simply the opportunity to sit in 
on the Bible Overview once again! 

The great thing about the Union GDip 
course is that we do it together; 10 of 
us gather on Wednesdays to watch and 
discuss the lectures. This year, we’ve been 
put through our Systematic Theology 
paces, enjoyed a helpful ‘Preaching and 
Pastoral Studies’ module, and marvelled at 
the numerous unseemly brawls that appear 
to have marked the great early church 
councils. Highly recommended (the course, 
not the brawls)!

The need for workers for the 
worldwide harvest field is as 

great as ever. It’s a thrill to see that 
through the NWP men and women are 
being so well trained to serve the Lord 
Jesus wherever God may send them; we 
should be hugely thankful to God for  
the NWP, and let’s continue to pray for 
ongoing gospel fruit.

It’s been a brilliant 18 months for me 
and I’m so thankful for the opportunity! 
However, from August, I’m moving up to 
Lancaster to take up the role of Assistant 
Minister in Training (or something like 
that) at Trinity Church. We are a 3-year-old 
Anglican Mission in England church, small 
but with lots of exciting opportunities for 
gospel work. It’s been a joy to be involved 
with Trinity over the last year, and I’m 
hugely looking forward to serving Christ 
alongside the folk there in a ‘full time’ role. 

Please do pray for us!

Chris Young



9

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Last August,  I 
finished the associate 
scheme at St Helen’s, 
Bishopsgate and moved back 
to my home county of Lancashire, to start  
a new job as Youth Chaplain in Leyland. 

My role is split between a high school, 
sixth-form college and St Andrew’s church. 
I was excited to move back and have a 
full time ministry role doing what I love – 
talking to young people about Jesus. 

Being in Leyland brings back memories 
from when I did the Ministry Training 
Course here in 2007-2009. The training 
course gave me brilliant tools to help me 
read and teach the Bible better. 

Both the MTC and the associate scheme 
have enabled me to be a more faithful 
Bible teacher by equipping me in how to 
handle Scripture. A big thing that impacted 
me was how important the context of 
a passage is – both how it fits into its 
particular book, and how that book fits into 
the Bible story. 

Seeing big truths about God and how He’s 
working out His salvation plan often leaves 
me in awe and praise of our faithful God 
and leads me to say: “Hooray for Jesus!” 
I am thankful for how God has graciously 
used the training of the MTC and associate 
scheme to equip and shape me for my 
youth chaplain role.

In 2005, Danny 
Rurlander kindly agreed 
to take me as a ministry 
trainee at a new church graft 
he was starting in Lancaster. I was full of 
enthusiasm to try full-time what I’d done in 
my spare time at university. 

The combination of day-to-day gospel 
ministry in church and the Ministry Training 
Course in Leyland was brilliant. I’d daily be 
reminded of my weakness as I opened the 
Bible with UK and International students, 
and in helping church life run smoothly at 
Moorlands Church. Then each Thursday, I’d 
be picked up again and reminded of God’s 
unfathomable grace and power at work 
through His word.

One particular highlight was in my second 
year when we were looking at Romans, 
both on the course and in church: I had 
the privilege of being taught Romans twice 
a week and leading it with others twice a 
week.

Twelve years on, I’m serving as Curate at 
Holy Trinity Oswestry and I’m convinced 
that as we join in Jesus’ prayer for more 
workers for his harvest field, God will grow 
His church, as more people are equipped 
to lovingly open the Bible with people in 
our local churches.

Fiona Conway Steve Nicholson
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After six years leading an Anglican church 
that wasn’t evangelical when I began, I find 
we are still learning about prayer.  We have 
learned a lot about prayer, but we keep 
learning more.
Like many churches our vision and strategy 
has always included something about more 
commitment to prayer.  Though we all 
agreed this was right, it never quite caught 
on in the way we hoped.  We eventually 
discovered that it’s a longer, deeper 
process.

I came to a church that had no biblical 
foundations, and I had no core team, so 
I spent time slowly working with a small 
group of old-timers and a trickle of new 
Christians.  I had to teach the gospel 
clearly and faithfully, so they came to faith 
in Christ, or at least confirmed what they 
believed.  Then I had to teach them the 
basics of Christian life, such as prayer.

Praying out loud in the presence of other 
Christians is something of a threshold 
for Christian maturity.  Admittedly, some 
personality types find it easier than others.  
We used one to one partnerships and 
prayer meetings to talk about making that 
step.  I said, “Come to prayer meeting to 
listen; come to prayer meeting if you want 
to learn how to pray.”

There is another factor, which is spiritual 
growth.  I discovered this through working 
on a different part of our strategy.  I knew 

I needed to train people to be alongside 
me in leadership, so we focussed on 
training for a while.  It took a few years of 
seeking out and priming people.  Then, 
for a year, we got together on a weekly 
basis and I taught them from the Bible at 
a deeper level.  What I found was, as they 
understood more of God and his salvation 
plan, they grew in evangelistic zeal and 
prayerfulness.  There was something very 
warming and uplifting about training 
together in my living room.  But how they 
prayed!  And the recurring theme was 
prayer for the lost.

That group was a catalyst for the rest of 
the church family, leading by example 
and inspiring others to greater love of 
Christ.  As a small church which has been 
transformed by the word of God, we have 
been blessed with a strong family bond in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  We feel that bond 
very much when we are together in prayer.

Every member of the church council was 
part of this group, and when we conducted 
our five-year review we reaped more 
rewards from that investment in training.  

LEARNING TO PRAY
Our experience of transformation and growth in St John Over
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My assistant, Kyle Mulholland, had a radical 
suggestion, that we change our monthly 
prayer meeting to a weekly prayer meeting 
and to put evangelistic prayer on the 
agenda every time.  This idea was warmly 
received, along with forming a prayer team 
for after the services.

We now meet on a Sunday evening at 
7.30pm (we haven’t had an evening service 
for 5 years), and more people come to the 
weekly prayer meeting than we had at the 
monthly one.  After singing together, we 
have a short meditation on a passage of 
scripture and then spend most of the time 
praying, always giving time for evangelistic 
prayer.

Emboldened by prayerful dependence on 
God, a good number of the church family 
joined a door to door outreach one Sunday 
afternoon.  Whilst filled with trepidation at 
the outset, they found that they actually 
enjoyed the experience!

From week to week those same church 
members find themselves welcoming new 
people who have come, often openly 
seeking God.  They try not to be too 
shocked and surprised, but can’t help 
smiling as they say, “You know, we prayed 
for you to come!”  

George Crowder
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Ask a handful of Stopfordians “what’s the 
best thing about Stockport?” and almost 
certainly one of them will quip “how easy 
it is to leave!” 
With an international airport, Fast train-
line to London, bus station, and several 
major motorway networks on the doorstep 
there is a degree of truth to their humour. 
Nevertheless, nearly 300,000 people have 
chosen to stay and make Stockport home, 
and now Stockport is a town on the up. The 
council and their commercial partners are 
investing over £1billion in development, 
including new housing, new leisure and 
commercial enterprises and a new business 
district. Add to this that Stockport sits on 
the edge of both Cheshire and the  
National Peak District and it’s no surprise 
that rightmove.com recently voted 
Stockport the happiest place to live in the 
North West. 

However, despite all of this, Stockport has 
significant needs. For instance, Stockport 
includes three areas that rank in the most 
deprived nationally. 14% of Stopfordians 
live in the bottom 20% of deprived areas 
nationally, with an estimated 36,400 
people - including 8,500 children - living 
in poverty. More importantly the town is 
spiritually poor. Whilst there are pockets of 
evangelical gospel ministries in Stockport, 
they are small in number and spread thinly 
having little impact on a town the size  
of Stockport. 

Christ Church Stockport, aims to be part 
of the solution. Led by Matt Thompson 
and Jon Cawsey and with a growing core 
team, our prayer is to plant an ambitious 
community of Bible believing, Christ 
centred disciples into the heart of Stockport 
town centre with the express purpose of 
making, teaching and sending many more 
disciples of Jesus throughout Stockport and 
beyond. Our strategy is to invest in Bible 
based discipleship, believing that if we get 
our discipleship right then evangelism, and 
Christ centred mercy ministry will follow,  
to the benefit of Stockport and the glory  
of God.

We would love for you to partner with 
us. Firstly: Please pray. We covet your 
prayers. Secondly: Please give. Would you 
be willing to give financially to CCS either 
through a one off gift or through setting 
up regular payments? Thirdly: Please join 
us. If you are committed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, committed to mission, committed 
to Christ’s church and can commit to 
Stockport on a medium to long term 
basis we would love to hear from you at 
christchurchstockport@gmail.com

PLANNING TO PLANT
Matt Thompson and Mike Tindall reflect on their expreriences of getting 
ready to start new churches in Greater Manchester

Matt Thompson 
Christ Church Stockport
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Later this year, our church is planning to 
launch a new congregation in Chorlton, an 
area in South Manchester three miles from 
where we are based.  How do you plan 
for something like this?  Here are some 
lessons we have learned:
1.  Prayer 
I know this sounds obvious, but let me 
make an embarrassing confession.  I’m 
sometimes tempted to treat prayer as a 
sideline.  I can function as if I need to get 
busy with networking, organizing, building 
and communicating—oh yes, let’s not 
forget prayer as the final overcoat.  But 
as we build up to planting Redeemer 
Manchester, I have learned that deep, 
consistent, united and fervent prayer 
with brothers and sisters is critical and 
indispensable.  The plant must be nurtured 
in prayer from its inception.  Jesus will build 
his church—not me.

2.  Planter 
There’s friendly debate about the next most 
important criterion.  For us it has to be the 
planter.  Who is the man being called by 
God to plant a church?  What character and 
gifts has the Lord of the harvest given him?  
Where is Jesus sending him to?  We went 
through a recruitment process and found 
a family with a set of experiences that 
uniquely equipped them for the Chorlton 
context.  That was a critical factor in the 
next part of the plan.

3.  Place 
Local churches should always have planting 
on their radar, alongside the other regular 
ministries of a healthy congregation.  But 
in the North West, how do you decide 
where to plant?  There is vast spiritual 
need everywhere.  We carefully researched 
five areas in Greater Manchester, and 
concluded that Chorlton was the best place 
for us to start.  It is spiritually deprived, with 
fewer than 0.5% evangelical Christians.  It 
is culturally distinct: Chorlton has creative 
sensibilities, and needs a contextualized 
gospel ministry.  It is strategic for mission: 
an urban hub, Chorlton easily reaches over 
55,000 people who we can’t reach.  And 
it only has one gospel-centred church to 
reach them.

4.  People 
The fourth key ingredient is the people.  
Who will go?  Vaughan Roberts once said, 
“the key is not how many people, but do 
we have the right range of gifts and skills 
necessary to launch a new congregation?”  
We have found that combining prayer, the 
planter and the place, the Lord is raising  
up the right people for this fledgling  
church plant.

Please will you pray?

Mike Tindall 
Redeemer Church
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A church weekend away provides such a 
precious, unique environment in which 
to spend time with church family. New 
relationships form, old relationships grow 
and the church collectively learns, grows 
and is challenged together in this unique 
atmosphere. Bring other churches into it 
and all this happens across churches. 

On the 28th to 30th of April four churches 
from Liverpool went on a weekend away 
together and experienced this firsthand! 
The churches that made up the 240 people 
there included Trinity Church Everton, 
Beechwood Chapel, The Village Church 
Formby and Christ Church Liverpool. 
We spent Friday to Sunday eating our 
meals together, playing games, chatting 
away getting to know each other better, 
praying and singing songs and learning 
more about our God. Justin Mote from the 
Northwest Partnership came to teach our 
four churches what it means to be God’s 
people after Jesus’ death and resurrection 
and before His second coming – what does 
it mean to be God’s people ‘waiting for 
the King’? He brought us through Psalms 
42-45 in three sessions teaching us how 
to connect the psalms and read them 
together as they’re meant to be read, 
rather than dipping in and out as we so 
often do. To greatly simplify it, the overall 

point was essentially this: Life is pooh, but 
as Christians we have a reason to endure by 
the hope we have in our King, Jesus Christ. 

Our prayer was that our churches would 
leave encouraged and bursting with 
enthusiasm and joy because Jesus is so 
good and encouraged by the larger church 
family. Thank God that seems to be what 
has happened! It’s a wonderful thing 
when churches can come together and 
experience the environment unique to a 
weekend away. Having our four churches 
together served as an important reminder 
to all of us that God’s church isn’t just the 
one you meet with on a Sunday, but is 
worldwide. God’s kingdom that endures 
by the hope of His return includes every 
Christian in every part of the world. That’s 
a truly amazing and humbling realisation. 
Though each church only made up a 
fraction of the 240 people present, the 240 
people present make up only a fraction 
of believers in existence. It’s been an 
encouragement to meet as a small number 
of God’s kingdom to praise God, teach 
each other and remember the greatness of 
our Lord who unites us. 

Lilly Sedlak

CHURCHES AWAY!
Four churches, one weekend away - growth and encouragement all round
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full of fun and faithful Bible teaching 

www.soundholidays.org.uk 
Sound Holidays is part of the Northwest Partnership in partnership with CPAS Ventures 

 

 

-
  

-  

  
FOR 11-14s

22-29 July (Ashville)
1-7 August (Quinta)

FOR 14-18s
22-29 July

(Giggleswick)
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16 partnering churches, nurturing growth

Contact us Join in
2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL 0151 703 1873
EMAIL info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER NWPartnership
FACEBOOK North West Partnership

If you would like to support the NWP 
and be kept up to date with the latest 
news and events, you can become a 
partner, as a church or an individual. 
For more information, please contact 
the office.


